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 Anniversary of the American Civil War 

 

 
 

Cape May Civil War Round Table 

Septembert 2013 Newsletter 

 

2013 Meeting Schedule 

 

19 September:  Presentation on the re-enactments at 
Gettysburg, lead by Jim Marshall.  Refreshments: John Herr 
17 October: Refreshments: Andy Lolli 

21 November:   Presentation by Mike Kochan on the 

Hunley. Refreshments: John Burke 

?? December:    Refreshments:  
 

CMCCWRT Officers for 2013 

 

President: John Burke 
40 Secluded Lane, Rio Grande, NJ 08210 
609-408-8238 = NEW PHONE NUMBER 

jwburke@comcast.net 
 

Vice President:  Lou Bishop Jr. 
21 Schoolhouse Ln, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210 

609-463-9277 or 741-5438 
southwilriseagain@aol.com 

 
Secretary: Pat Munson-Siter 

42 Franklin Ave., Villas, NJ  08251-2407 
609-287-5097 

ladysymitar@hotmail.com 

 
Treasurer: Jim Marshall 

202 Bartram Ln., Ocean City, NJ  08226 
609-398-6924 

jim@jimocnj.com or James.Marshall@prufoxroach.com 
 

Minutes of the August Meeting 

 

Meeting was called to order and Presentation was made by 

Ed Bonekemper on the Myth of the Lost Cause. 

 

 Secretary missed the meeting due to vehicle problems, 
and no notes were sent to her, so there are no official minutes 
from the August meeting.  
 
Pat Munson-Siter 

 

Civil War Events 

October 1860 – 1864 

 
1861 

21 Battle of Ball's Bluff (VA) 

1862 

4 Battle of Corinth (MS) 

8 Battle of Perryville (KY) 

1863 

Nothing of Major Importance 

1864 

19 Battle of Cedar Creek (VA)  

23 Battle of Westport (MO)  

 

 
Civil War Related Events  

October 2013 

3-4 PA "Conference on Civil War Medicine," in 
Philadelphia. civilwarmed.org 

4-6 PA Seminar and tours, "Cavalry at Gettysburg," 
based in Gettysburg. Details, registration: 
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civilwarseminars.org 

4-6 VA Living history, national live-fire competition with 
vintage and reproduction weapons at Fort 
Shenandoah near Winchester. Sponsored by the 
North-South Skirmish Association. Free to 
spectators. n-ssa.org 

4-6 VA Conference, "Art and Command in the Civil 
War," annual event sponsored by the Mosby 
Heritage Area, in Middleburg. 
mosbyheritagearea.org 

5 

 

VA  Bus Tour, "Bristoe Station Campaign," all-day 
tour begins in Manassas. $80 includes lunch. 
Details, reservations: 703-366-3049. 

5 VA  Living history, "Farm Life Under Wartime 
Conditions, 1863" at Clermont Farm, 801 E Main 
St, Berryville. 540-837-2790. 

5 VA  Living history, "Artillery Day," camps and 
demonstrations at Fort Ward in Alexandria. 10 
am-4 pm. Free. 703-746-4848. 

5-6 MD Living history and steam engine train ride, "Civil 
War Steam Days" at the B&O Railroad Museum 
in Baltimore. Take a ride and see a Civil War 
camp. 10 am-4 pm Saturday, 11 am-4 pm 
Sunday. Rides at 11 am, noon and 1, 2 and 3 pm 
Saturday; noon, 1, 2 and 3 pm Sunday. borail.org 

5-6 MD Living history, "Fort Frederick in the Civil War," 
camps and demonstrations at Fort Frederick State 
Park, 11100 Fort Frederick Road, Big Pool. 10 
am-3 pm. $5/carload. 301-842-2155. 

5-6 PA Living history, cavalry camp and demonstrations 
at Pitzer Woods, Gettysburg battlefield. Free. 
nps.gov/gett 

9 VA Talk, "Bristoe Station Campaign," at Baine's 
Books and Coffee, 205 Main St, Appomattox. 
12:15 pm. Free. moc.org 

11-12 VA Seminar, "Milroy, Ewell, and the Second Battle 
of Winchester," lectures and tour. Friday evening 
banquet and lectures, Saturday tour. $35. 540-
535-3543. 

11-13 VA Seminar, "Image of War," annual series of tours 
and lectures sponsored by the Center for Civil 
War Photography. This year's focus: Virginia's 
Peninsula. civilwarphotography.org 

12 PA "An Evening with the Painting," special two-
hour, after-hours view of and talks about the 
Gettysburg Cyclorama. 6 pm. $20/adult. Tickets: 
gettysburgfoundation.org 

12 VA Living history, "Civil War Surgeon," at Ellwood, 

near the intersection of Routes 3 and 20 west of 
Fredericksburg. 11 am-4:30 pm. Free. fowb.org 

12-13 PA Living history, sharpshooter camp and 
demonstrations at Little Round Top, Gettysburg 
battlefield. Free. nps.gov/gett 

12-13 MD Living history, "Iron Brigade Weekend," camp 
and demonstrations at the Antietam National 
Battlefield. Free with park admission. 
nps.gov/anti 

12-13 VA  Living history, camps and demonstrations 
including a daily "Stacking of Arms" ceremony at 
the Appomattox Court House National Historical 
Park. Free with park fee. nps.gov/apco 

12-14 

 

VA  Living history, special tours and talks, "Battle of 
Bristoe Station 150th Commemorative Weekend" 
at the Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park in 
Bristow. 11 am-3 pm. Donations encouraged. 
703-366-3049. 

14 

 

VA  Battle of Bristoe Station anniversary events at the 
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park. Includes 
car-caravan tour (9 am), walking tours (4 and 5 
pm), and music (7 pm). Donations encouraged. 
703-366-3049. 

18 VA Talk, "The Confederacy and Mexico," at the 
Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond. Noon. 
Free with admission. www.moc.org 

18-20 VA Symposium, "The Civil War in 1863," at Pamplin 
Historical Park near Petersburg. Details, 
registration: www.pamplinpark.org 

19 DC Living history walking tour, "Courage! The Civil 
War in Washington," hear the stories, see the 
downtown sites. Meets at 1001 Pennsylvania Ave 
NW. 11 am. $12. historicstrolls.com 

19 MD Walking tour, "Civil War Annapolis," begins at 
the information booth at the City Dock. 10 am-
noon. $16/adult. annapolistours.com 

19 MD Battlefield Hikes, two-hour guided tours of the 
Monocacy National Battlefield near Frederick. 9 
am and 11:30 am and 2 pm. Free. nps.gov/mono 

19 VA Bus tour, "Hanover County Civil War Trenches 
and Earthworks," Richmond area defenses. Based 
at Hanover Tavern in Hanover Court House north 
of Richmond on US 301. 8:30 am-1 pm. $75. 
Reservations: 804-537-5050. 

19 VA Walking tour, "Battles of Kernstown," at the 
Kernstown Battlefield off Route 11 south of 
Winchester. 11 am and 1 pm. kernstownbattle.org 

19 VA Illumination, anniversary event at the Ball's Bluff 
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battlefield Regional Park near Leesburg. 6:30 pm. 
Free. nvrpa.org/park/ball_s_bluff 

19 VA Living history, "The 17th Mississippi Regiment," 
camps and demonstrations at Aldie Mill, 39401 
John Mosby Highway, in Aldie. Noon-5 pm. 
Free. 703-327-9777. 

19 VA Music, Civil War tunes and talk at the Petersburg 
National Battlefield visitor center. 2 pm. Free 
with park admission. nps.gov/pete 

19 VA Special tour, "Servant Life in the Confederate 
White House" at the Museum of the Confederacy 
in Richmond. 11:15 am. $10/adult. www.moc.org 

19 VA Walking tour of Fort Huger, Confederate fort on 
the James River at 15080 Talcott Terrace near 
Smithfield. 10 am. Free. 757-357-0115. 

19-20 VA Reenactment, "Battle of Cedar Creek," annual 
event on the historic battlefield south of 
Middletown. Camps, demonstrations and battles 
each day. Fee charged. cedarcreekbattlefield.org 

19-20 PA Living history, infantry, artillery and sharpshooter 
camps and demonstrations at the Pennsylvania 
Memorial, Gettysburg battlefield. Free. 
nps.gov/gett 

20 VA Living history, artillery demonstrations at the 
Petersburg National Battlefield. 1-4:30 pm. Free 
with park admission. nps.gov/pete 

21 VA Flag conservation demonstration at the Museum 
of the Confederacy in Richmond. 10 am-2 pm. 
Free with museum admission. moc.org 

26 VA  Walking tour/lunch, "Battle of Belle Grove or 
Cedar Creek," at Belle Grove Plantation on the 
battlefield south of Middletown. 10 am. $55. 
www.bellegrove.org 

26 VA  Seminar and tour, "At Freedom's Gate: The 
African American Quest for Freedom During the 
Civil War," at Lord Fairfax Community College 
in Middletown. $20. 540-868-7021. 

26 VA  Bus tour, "Brandy Station & Kelly's Ford," begins 
8 am at the Franconia Museum, 6121 Franconia 
Road, Franconia. $100/person includes lunch. 
703-971-4984. 

26 VA  Walking tour, "Hollywood Cemetery: The Civil 
War Specialty Tour," at Hollywood Cemetery in 
Richmond. 2-4 pm. $10. 
richmondhistorytours.com 

26 VA  Lantern tours, "Spirits of New Market," ghost 
tours at the Virginia Museum of the Civil 
War/New Market Battlefield State Park in New 

Market. 7-8:45 pm. $10. 
www.vmi.edu/newmarket 

26-27 PA Living history, artillery camp and demonstrations 
at the Pennsylvania Memorial, infantry at Pitzer 
Woods, Gettysburg battlefield. Free. nps.gov/gett 

26-27 MD  Living history, camps and weapons firing 
demonstrations at the Antietam National 
Battlefield. Free with park admission. 
nps.gov/anti 

27 VA Living history, "Eyewitness to War," tours of the 
Mt. Zion Church and cemetery in Aldie. 1-5 pm. 
Free, donations welcome. nvrpa.org/park/mt_zion 

30 DC Seminar, "Chickamauga and Chattanooga: Dual 
and Decisive Campaigns," at the Ripley Center, 
1100 Jefferson Drive SW, Washington. 6:45-9 
pm. $42. smithsonianassociates.org click Civil 
War. 

 
 

Cape May MAC offers programs in 2013 marking the 150th 
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anniversary of America's Civil War (1861-1865) 

 
CAPE MAY -- The Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & 

Humanities (MAC) has marked the 150th anniversary of a 
critical year in the nation's Civil War by offering a variety of 
events and activities with a Civil War theme, a highlight of 
which is a distinguished and engaging speaker and one of the 
world's most prominent authorities on Abraham Lincoln - 
author, historian and consultant to the 2012 film "Lincoln," 
Harold Holzer.  

Holzer will deliver his lecture entitled, "Lessons from 
Lincoln: The Poetry and Prose of Freedom" - the second in 
MAC's annual Lessons of History Distinguished Lecture Series 
- on Sunday, Oct. 13 at 4 p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Cape May, 500 Hughes St.  

A century and a half ago this year, Abraham Lincoln 
made history twice, both in deed and word, first by ushering in 
freedom with his Emancipation Proclamation, and second by 
celebrating its "new birth" with his Gettysburg Address. How 
Lincoln balanced the prose and poetry of these canonical acts 
will be examined in this lecture as Holzer recounts the year 
1863, when Lincoln so deftly balanced the political, military, 
and historic to preserve government of, by, and for the people. 
Admission is $30.  

Holzer is chairman of the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 
Foundation, official successor organization of the U. S. Lincoln 
Bicentennial Commission, which he co-chaired for nine years, 
appointed by President Bill Clinton. Holzer is the author, co-
author, or editor of 43 books on Lincoln and the Civil War era, 
most recently "Lincoln: How Abraham Lincoln Ended Slavery 
in America" (2012), the official young-adult companion book 
for the Steven Spielberg film, "Lincoln." He also served as 
Spielberg's historical advisor in the making of the film.   

Upcoming events and activities sponsored by MAC in 
2013 that continue to highlight America's Civil War years 
include the following: 

There is still time to learn about Cape May's Civil War 
hero Henry Sawyer in the Carriage House Gallery Exhibit, 

"Cape May's Chalfonte Hotel: A Living National 

Landmark," which is open through Nov. 10. Built by Civil 
War hero Henry Sawyer, taken prisoner 150 years ago in 1863, 
the Chalfonte Hotel has hosted guests continuously for over 137 
years. Home to heroes, heroines, heartaches, legends, love 
affairs, unforgettable characters and nationally famous cooks, 
the hotel's intriguing history comes alive in this exhibit at the 
Carriage House Gallery at the Physick Estate, 1048 Washington 
St. Author Karen Fox adapts her book, "The Chalfonte," into an 
intriguing exhibit showcasing life and legends at the hotel from 
Henry Sawyer's handwritten battlefield diaries and prison letters 
to more than a century of vintage photos, watercolors, 

architectural drawings, kitchen diaries, first person narratives 
and memorabilia of guests who return to the hotel over five and 
six generations. The exhibit is free and open daily through Nov. 
10. 

See and hear about the challenges of Civil War era 
soldiers during a Civil War Encampment on the grounds of the 
Emlen Physick Estate, 1048 Washington St. Civil War 
reenactors recreate camp and speak with visitors during the 
Victorian Weekend Crafts & Antiques Show, from10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 13. Admission is free and free parking is 
available.  

Discover what Civil War era gentlemen and ladies wore 
during a Civil War Fashion Show and Brunch on Monday, 
Oct. 14 at the Carriage House Café & Tearoom on the grounds 
of the Emlen Physick Estate, 1048 Washington St. Living 
history presenters from Grand Oak Plantation will present this 
fashion show with an overview of Victorian clothing and 
foundations from day dresses to ball gowns, displayed on live 
models with commentary, accompanied by a delicious brunch. 

For further information or to purchase tickets for any of 
these programs, call 609-884-5404 or 800-275-4278 or visit 
www.capemaymac.org, where some tickets can be purchased 
online. Tickets can also be purchased by phone or by visiting 
the Washington Street Mall Information Booth, Washington 
Street Mall at Ocean Street, or at Hill House or the Carriage 
House Visitors Center at the Emlen Physick Estate, 1048 
Washington St.  

Cape May's 41st annual Victorian Weekend, sponsored by the 
Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & Humanities (MAC), not only 
celebrates the city's Victorian heritage but honors a pivitol year 
in America's Civil War, 1863, with a long holiday weekend of 
house tours, living history programs, food and wine events, a 
crafts and antiques show, murder mystery dinners, trolley tours 

and more, from Friday, Oct. 11 through Tuesday, Oct. 15.  

Marking the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, MAC brings 
noted author and historian Harold Holzer to Cape May for the 
Lessons of History Distinguished Lecture Series. Speaking in 
this second annual program, Holzer will present "Lessons from 

Lincoln: The Poetry and Prose of Freedom." 

Relax under the tent over brunch and discover what Civil War 
era gentlemen and ladies wore during a Civil War Fashion Show 
& Brunch at the Carriage House Café & Tearoom. Take a tour 
of Cape May's Victorian House museum, the 1879 Emlen 
Physick Estate. Help solve a new mystery "Revenge is Sweet," 
during Murder Mystery Dinners. There's so much more during 
Cape May's Victorian Weekend! Returning favorites will have 
you enjoying house tours, including Cape May's 2013 Designer 
Show House, touring the wineries of Cape May County, and 

more. 
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The Battle of Hampton Roads: Then & Now 

AN INTERVIEW WITH NAVAL HISTORIAN CRAIG 

SYMONDS 

With the 150th anniversary of the famous battle between the 

USS Monitor and CSS Virginia now before us, the Civil War 

Trust recently had the opportunity to speak with noted naval 

historian and author Craig Symonds about the Battle of 

Hampton Roads and the historical significance of the first battle 

between ironclad naval vessels. 

 
Sinking of the USS Cumberland. Painting by James Gurney 

(http://jamesgurney.com/site/)  

Civil War Trust: Poor in industrial resources, why was the 

Confederacy so interested in constructing steam-powered 

ironclad warships? 

Craig Symonds: Stephen Mallory, the talented and dedicated 
Confederate Secretary of the Navy, recognized the impossibility 
of attempting to compete with the Union ship-for-ship in 
building a conventional navy. He knew the South simply didn’t 
have the resources or the naval infrastructure to do so. He 
therefore sought a shortcut by pouring a disproportionate 
amount of his available resources into a few ironclads that he 
hoped could break the blockade and secure southern ports. 
Given the circumstances, and the fact that the Civil War took 
place at a moment of dramatic technological change, it was a 
reasonable decision. 

Civil War Trust: John Ericsson’s USS Monitor design was 

one of many competing ironclad designs before the U.S. 

Navy. Why was Ericsson’s design chosen? 

Craig Symonds: First of all, it was not the only design chosen. 
The Ironclad Board (as it was called) selected three designs, and 
all three were built. Besides the Monitor, the Board approved 
the construction of USS Galena, which proved to be a failure 
and was later converted back into a regular gunboat, and the 
vessel that became USSNew Ironsides: a conventional-looking 
frigate that had heavy armor over most of its hull and somewhat 
resembled HMS Warrior. Ericsson’s Monitor design was the 
most revolutionary, and several of the Board members were 
skeptical of it. It was Abraham Lincoln’s implied support for it 
that probably convinced them to approve it as one of the three.  

Civil War Trust: There were several senior Confederate 

naval officers who wanted to take command of the CSS 

Virginia. Why did Stephen Mallory choose Franklin 

Buchanan as the Virginia’s commander?  

Craig Symonds: To begin with, Buchanan was very senior. He 
had become a midshipman in 1815 and had nearly-continuous 
service ever since with a very good record. But in addition, 
Buchanan was an old sea dog with a reputation for 
aggressiveness. Given the investment the Confederacy had 
made in the Virginia, Mallory wanted someone who would seize 
the moment and take maximum advantage of it. 

Civil War Trust: How 

would you compare the designs of USS Monitorand CSS 

Virginia? Which ship proved to be the more effective 

design? 

Craig Symonds: The two ships were, of course, radically 
different. Ericsson designed his vessel from scratch, building it 
to fit his imagined revolutionary warship. For its part, the 
Confederacy was limited in what it could do, which is why the 
builders used the existing hull and engine plant of the USS 
Merrimack as a platform. Moreover, the South simply did not 
have the machinery to bend heavy metal plate; it could not 
produce the curved metal plates necessary to fabricate the 
Monitor’s turret. As a result, a casemate design—essentially an 
iron fort on top of a conventional ship’s hull—was the only kind 
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of ironclad they could produce in a short period of time. As to 
which was “more effective”: each type had strengths and 
weaknesses. The Virginia was a better gun platform because it 
could bring more guns to bear on a foe; the Monitor with its 
shallow draft could go places the Virginiacould not, but it had 
only two guns which limited its offensive impact. In the end, 
neither design lasted very long, though the U.S. Navy continued 
to build ships it called “monitors” until the late 19th century. 

Civil War Trust: March 8, 1862 pitted the CSS Virginia 

against wooden naval vessels around Hampton Roads. What 

was Buchanan’s battle plan for this first day? 

Craig Symonds: Given his character and personality, it is no 
surprise that Buchanan adopted a straightforward approach: On 
the Virginia’s trial run, he planned to steam straight at the two 
enemy warships across the roadstead and smash into the one 
that he believed was most powerfully armed. If he could sink it 
with his ram, he would then attack the other vessel with his 
guns. This is essentially what happened, and it shows why 
Mallory chose him for command in the first place.  

This Currier & Ives illustration shows the sinking of the USS 

Cumberland by the CSS Virginia. The Virginia had used its 

1,500lb iron ram to stave in the wooden sides of the 

Cumberland in Hampton Roads. (Library of Congress) 

Civil War Trust: March 8, 1862 proved to be the bloodiest 

day in United States Naval history up to the Japanese attack 

on Pearl Harbor. Didn’t the US Navy know that the 

Virginiawould be a serious threat? 

Craig Symonds: It did. The Navy had watched the progress on 
the conversion of the Merrimack into the Virginiawith great 
interest. The reason for the high casualties was, in part, that the 
Union officers and sailors on the Cumberland and Congress 
continued to fight even when they ship was in extremis and 
sinking. The men on the weather deck of the Cumberland 
continued to fire their guns even as the ship sunk beneath them 
and went down with her flags still flying. As for the Congress, 
since Buchanan could not reach her where she was in shoal 
water, he set her afire with hot shot and many of her crew—
including scores of wounded—probably burned to death. 
Finally, many sailors in the 19thcentury could not swim, and 
scores of them drowned even though they were within 
swimming distance of the shore. The great error made by the 
Union in this battle was to fight from anchor. As Buchanan 

learned in the Battle of MobileBay two years later, a wooden 
ship underway is much harder to attack effectively, especially 
with a ram. 

Civil War Trust: With the USS Monitor now at Hampton 

Roads, why did the CSS Virginia seem to ignore this new 

vessel early on March 9, 1862? 

Craig Symonds: With Buchanan wounded, command of the 
Virginia passed to Catesby ap Roger Jones. Jones’ mission was 
to finish off the rest of the Union wooden fleet starting with the 
USS Minnesota which was aground. The Monitor had arrived 
overnight and was moored alongside the Minnesota, but in the 
early morning fog it was difficult to identify. Some on board the 
Virginia thought it was a raft carrying a boiler or a water tank. 
Only when it began to move toward them did they appreciate it 
was the Union’s new ironclad.  

 
Lt. John L. Worden, captain of the USS Monitor (Naval 

Historical Center) 

Civil War Trust: On March 9, 1862 what was Lt. John 

Worden’s battle plan for the USS Monitor? 

Craig Symonds: Worden’s job was to interpose his vessel 
between the Virginia and the vulnerable wooden ships of the 
Union squadron in the roadstead. He hoped to get close enough 
to the Virginia that his two big 11-inch guns had a chance to 
penetrate the Virginia’s armor shield. Beyond that, he had no 
definite battle scheme and planned simply to adjust to 
circumstances. 

Civil War Trust: Despite their close range and heavy 

expenditure of shot and shell, why did this battle end in a 

draw? 

Craig Symonds: The simple answer is that neither vessel had 
guns powerful enough to punch through the iron armor of the 
other. The Monitor’s guns might have been able to do so if 
Worden had used a full 30-pound charge. But the guns had been 
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proofed only to take a 15-pound charge, and he did not want to 
risk an explosion of the breech in the confined turret. Each 
captain also tried to ram the other, but the Virginia had lost is 
ram inside the doomed Cumberland, and in any event it was too 
slow (top speed 5 knots) to ram the nimble Monitor. The 
Monitordid manage to ram the Virginia, but to no serious effect. 
In short, neither ship could seriously wound the other.  

This Currier & Ives illustration shows the close in combat 

between the USS Monitor and CSS Virginia. Despite firing at 

point blank range, neither ironclad could penetrate the armor of 

the other. (Library of Congress) 

Civil War Trust: Much has been made about the technical 

advances of these two ships, but you argue in your book, 

Decision at Sea, that the advent of ironclads actually had a 

much bigger and long-lasting impact on naval crews and 

Age of Sail traditions. How so? 

Craig Symonds: Naval leaders the world around appreciated 
after 1862 that armored ships could easily defeat wooden 
warships. That led to a race between increasingly thick iron 
armor and increasingly powerful naval guns in the late 
19thcentury. Eventually it became evident that the amount of 
armor needed to deflect shells from heavy rifled guns was so 
great that ships so armored would be too heavy to maneuver 
effectively. Today, warships are armored only in a few critical 
places and rely on technology and weaponry as a defense, not 
on armor plate.  

The real revolution in naval warfare, which proved to be a 
permanent one, was in the changed roles played by the men (and 
today women) who manned these vessels. Even at the time, a 
number of men on board both ironclads referred to their vessels 
as “machines”. They understood that they had become parts of a 
machine of war: they fed its engines, steered its great bulk, and 
handled its guns, but their relationship to the ship had changed. 
They no longer stood on the weather deck, or climbed non-
existent rigging—indeed, none of them could even see their foe. 
They were quite literally in the belly of the beast. This new 
relationship of man to machine continued through the 19th 
century and into the 21stwhere today men (and women) fly 
unmanned drone aircraft over enemy territory by operating a 
joystick at McDill Air Force Base near Tampa. It is a different 
and much less personal relationship of warrior to warfare.  

United States 

Naval officers pose for a photograph before the turret of the 

USS Monitor. With the arrival of ironclad warships came many 

long lasting changes to Age of Sail customs. (Library of 

Congress) 

Richmond National Battlefield Park Acquires Key Portion 

Of Glendale Civil War Battlefield 

 (Richmond, Va.) —Today Richmond National 
Battlefield Park announced that it has acquired 251 acres at the 
heart of the Glendale Civil War battlefield from the Civil War 
Trust, the nation’s premier private Civil War battlefield 
preservation organization.  The acquisition more than doubles 
the park’s holdings at Glendale, bringing the total park acreage 
at that battlefield to 394.  Glendale is located in Henrico County, 
approximately 11 miles southeast of downtown Richmond. 

In addition, other Glendale acquisition projects 
currently underway by the Trust would eventually add more 
than 150 additional acres to the preserved area. 

“There is no stronger legacy of the Civil War 
sesquicentennial,” said park superintendent David Ruth.  
“Preserving the land where so many Americans fought and died 
is one of the most important outcomes of this commemoration.  
We are grateful to the Civil War Trust for their extraordinary 
work and we look forward to working with Henrico County and 
our neighbors to make this incomparable historic landscape 
accessible to visitors and a strong asset for the community.” 

Although the Battle of Glendale was one the largest in 
Virginia, little of it had been preserved until recently, so the 
result of the acquisition is a virtually “brand new” Civil War 
battlefield.  The new land gives the park a swath of preserved 
battlefield that extends for three contiguous miles, from the 
upper end of the Glendale battlefield to the lower end of the 
Malvern Hill battlefield.  Those two battles, fought on 
consecutive days, were separated only by an overnight lull on 
June 30 – July 1, 1862. Glendale and Malvern Hill are now two 
of the best-preserved Civil War battlefields in all of Virginia, a 
significant legacy of the Sesquicentennial commemoration. 

The 1862 Battle of Glendale 

Known in the South as Frayser’s Farm and sometimes 
called the Battle of Nelson’s Farm or Charles City Crossroads, 
the June 30, 1862, Battle of Glendale was the penultimate of the 
series of battles known as the Seven Days.  Union Gen. George 
B. McClellan’s army—numbering more than 100,000—was 
nearing the end of its retreat that week, which took it from the 
outskirts of Richmond to a new position on the James River.  
Robert E. Lee designed his pursuit to cut off the Union retreat, 
hoping to interdict the Union columns and win by dividing and 
conquering.  The Confederates’ attempts were unsuccessful and 
some historians argue that the battle at Glendale was one of 
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Lee’s best opportunities during the Civil War to win a 
comprehensive, war-changing victory. 

With this new acquisition, Richmond National 
Battlefield Park now owns the spot where Union Gen. George 
G. Meade (later commander of the entire Union army in 
Virginia) was wounded.  The park also owns the land where all 
16 of the Union cannon were captured during the battle, where 
all of the hand-to-hand fighting took place, where Virginia’s 
future governor James L. Kemper led his Virginians in a costly 
charge, and where determined men from Michigan, 
Massachusetts and New York launched a desperate 
counterattack to blunt the Confederate breakthrough. 

Preserving the Land 
All of the Glendale battlefield remained private 

property until the 1990s.  For the first 140 years after the war, it 
was impossible for anyone interested in the battle to set foot on 
the battlefield, and the permanent fate of the historic land was 
uncertain. 

For the last 50 years, several generations of local 
families were responsible stewards of a large part of the 
battlefield.  Their commitment to the integrity of the landscape 
made the land still worth saving. The work of interested 
historians and preservationists in the 1990s set preservation in 
motion, but it would have meant little without the willingness of 
land owners to work with Civil War groups to get the battlefield 
protected. 

In the 1990s, the Association for the Preservation of 
Civil War Sites—now the Civil War Trust—preserved the 
southern tip of the battlefield.  Then, in the early 2000s, the 
Trust purchased all of this land in separate installments, using 
innovative funding sources and with the enthusiastic support of 
its more than 50,000 members. 

“The successful preservation of this battlefield has 
been possible thanks to the cooperation and partnership of 
numerous individuals and entities,” said Trust president James 
Lighthizer. “The remarkable integrity and pristine condition of 
this land is a testament both to the landowners of generations 
past, who safeguarded this historic landscape, and to the more 
recent residents who made the important decision to see this 
land become the property of the American people. The Civil 
War Trust is honored to have been a part of this process.” 
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Future Public Access 

 
The Glendale battlefield has long been familiar to 

students of the conflict, but was a place heretofore 
inaccessible.   With this acquisition, the prospects for an 
integrated visitor experience addressing the final two of the 
Seven Days battles are outstanding.  While planning for the 
long-term preservation and restoration of the newly-acquired 
land, Richmond National Battlefield Park is developing short-
term strategies for making the land publicly accessible, 
including special walking tours and other programs. 

About Richmond National Battlefield Park 
Richmond National Battlefield Park is one of 401 

national parks across the United States.  Glendale is one of the 
park’s 13 Civil War sites in Hanover, Henrico and Chesterfield 
counties and the city of Richmond.  Experiencing the park’s 
historic sites and five visitor centers usually takes a full day.  A 
driving tour of the battlefields is available at any of the park’s 
facilities.  The main park visitor center is located at Historic 
Tredegar (470 Tredegar Street in Richmond) and provides 
museum exhibits, audio-visual programs and orientation 
services to help plan a visit to the battlefields.  For additional 
information, contact Richmond National Battlefield Park at 804-
226-1981, or via the internet at www.nps.gov/rich or 
www.Facebook.com/RichmondNPS. 
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