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2012 Meeting Schedule
NEW MEETING LOCATION!!
We are now meeting in the Jury Room at the New
Courthouse near the Public Library

jim@jimocnj.com or James.Marshall@prufoxroach.com

Minutes of the Business Meeting of the CMCCWRT
August 2012
President Burke opened the meeting. We saluted the
flag and held a moment of silence for those who stand in
harm’s way to protect us.
Secretary read the minutes. There being no corrections
or additions, motion made to accept them as read, seconded and
approved.
Treasurer Marshall gave his report. Motion made to
accept the report and file for audit; seconded and approved.
Howard Ruhl reminded us of some Civil War
anniversary dates for NJ: particularly the 150th anniversary of
Corp K and H leaving for Woodsbury NJ for training.
Secretary reminded all members, especially newer
members, of the availability of digital copies of the newsletter.
Please email Secretary and/or Treasurer that you wish to only
receive the digital newsletter, and it will be emailed to you.
Usually the digital version is emailed out several days t to the
snail mail version, and is less likely to get eaten by the postal
machinery.
Mrs. Ruhl pointed out that former CWRT member Sue
Gibson still has our PA equipment, and someone who knows her
needs to contact her to request the return of said equipment.
There being no other business, President Burke
adjourned the meeting so the presentation could begin.
Respectfully submitted,
Patricia A. Munson-Siter
Secretary

20 Sept: Speaker Jim Marshall, slide presentation on Antietam.
Refreshments: Marty Runner
18 Oct: Eric Buckland will be speaking to us on his research
and books on the “Mosby Men.” Refreshments:
15 Nov:
?? Dec:

Civil War Events
October 1860 – 1864

Historical Civil War Events in October

CMCCWRT Officers for 2012
President: John Burke
40 Secluded Lane, Rio Grande, NJ 08210
609-408-8238 = NEW PHONE NUMBER
jwburke@comcast.net
Vice President: Lou Bishop Jr.
21 Schoolhouse Ln, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
609-463-9277 or 741-5438
southwilriseagain@aol.com
Secretary: Pat Munson-Siter
42 Franklin Ave., Villas, NJ 08251-2407
609-287-5097
ladysymitar@hotmail.com
Treasurer: Jim Marshall
202 Bartram Ln., Ocean City, NJ 08226
609-398-6924
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1861
Battle of Ball's Bluff (VA)

21
4
8

19

1862
Battle of Corinth (MS)
Battle of Perryville (KY)
1863
Nothing of Major Importance
1864
Battle of Cedar Creek (VA)

23

Battle of Westport (MO)

Civil War Related Events in October
3-7 VA

Living history and live-fire demonstrations at the
North-South Skirmish Association Fall Nationals
at Fort Shenandoah near Winchester. Free.
Details, directions: www.n-ssa.org
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5-6 PA

Symposium, "Religion and the Civil War,"
sponsored by the Seminary Ridge Historic
Preservation Foundation. www.seminaryridge.org

5-7 MD Seminar, "Image of War: Antietam," annual
Center for Civil War Photography conference.
Includes battlefield tours and talks. Based in
Shepherdstown (WV). Registration:
www.imageofwar.org
5-7 MD "Photography at Antietam," special ranger
programs at the Antietam National Battlefield
near Sharpsburg. Free with park admission.
www.nps.gov/anti
5-7 MD Conference, "Civil War Medicine,
Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the
Battle of Antietam," based in Hagerstown.
Lectures and bus tour. www.civilwarmed.org.
5-7 VA

6 VA

Conference, "The Chancellorsville Campaign,"
annual event sponsored by the Mosby Heritage
Area with talks, tours and more. Based in
Middleburg. Full conference: $425.
www.mosbyheritagearea.org.
Special program, "Robert E. Lee and the
Manumission of the Enslaved at Arlington
House," at the site in Arlington National
Cemetery. Living history, special tours and talks.
6-10 pm. Free. Reservations required:
www.nps.gov/arho or 703-235-1530.

6 WV Living history, "Mr. Lincoln Returns to Harpers
Ferry," programs at 1 and 3 pm at the Harpers
Ferry National Historical Park. Free with park
admission. www.nps.gov/hafe
6-7 PA

Living history at Pitzer Woods and the
Pennsylvania Memorial in the Gettysburg
National Military Park. Free. www.nps.gov/gett

6-7 VA

Reenactment and living history weekend at
Laurel Hill, 1091 Jeb Stuart Highway, near
Ararat. Annual event at JEB Stuart's birthplace.
Camps open 9 am. www.jebstuart.com

6-7 VA

Seminar, "The Undismayed Warrior: Longstreet
and the Seven Days Campaign," the Longstreet
Society's annual event. Headquartered in
Williamsburg. www.longstreet.org or
longstreetsociety.org

7 VA

Living history, infantry and artillery
demonstrations at the Manassas National
Battlefield Park. 10 am-2 pm. Free with park
admission. www.nps.gov/mana

11 MD Lecture, "Rare Images of Antietam and the
Photographers Who Took Them," at the
Washington County Museum of Fine Arts, 401

2

Museum Dr in City Park, Hagerstown. 7 pm. $5.
www.wcmfa.org
11 MD Lecture, "JEB Stuart's Second Ride Around
McClellan," at the Carroll Community College in
Westminster. 6:30-8:30 pm. $25. Details,
registration: 410-386-8100.
12 VA

Lunch talk, "The Allegheny Arsenal Explosion,"
at Baine's Books and Coffee, 205 Main St,
Appomattox. 12:15 pm. Free. www.moc.org

13 MD Lecture, "Ohio at Antietam," with special exhibit
at the Antietam National Battlefield near
Sharpsburg. 2 pm. Free with park admission.
www.nps.gov/anti
13 MD Lecture, "Archeology of Lafayette Square's
Union Encampment and Military Hospital," at the
National Museum of Civil War Medicine in
Frederick. 2 pm. Free with museum admission.
www.civilwarmed.org or 301-695-1864.
13 VA

Walking tour, "Hard Liquor and Women,"
Petersburg in 1864. Begins at the Farmer's
Market parking lot in downtown Petersburg.
10:30 am and 1:30 and 2:30 pm. Free.
www.nps.gov/pete

13 VA

Living history, "Scout Along the Turnpike," firstperson interpretation at Aldie Mill, Mount Zion
Church and the Rector House along Route 50.
Noon-5 pm. www.mosbyheritagearea.org.

13 VA

Walking tours, in-depth anniversary tours of the
1863 Bristoe Station Battlefield. Tours leave on
the hour from the Bristoe Station Battlefield
Heritage Park parking lot, Iron Brigade Road, in
Bristow (near Manassas). 11 am-3 pm, tours
leave on the hour. Free, donations welcome. 703366-3049.

13-14 MD "Aftermath of the Battle," special ranger and
living history programs focusing on the aftermath
of the Battle of Antietam at the Antietam
National Battlefield near Sharpsburg. Free with
park admission. www.nps.gov/anti
13-14 PA

Living history at the Pennsylvania Memorial and
Little Round Top in the Gettysburg National
Military Park. Free. www.nps.gov/gett

13-14 WV Reenactment at Droop Mountain near Hillsboro.
Camps, demonstrations and battle at the Droop
Mountain Battlefield State Park. Free.
www.droopmountainbattlefield.com
13-14 VA

Living history, camps and demonstrations with
focus on the Union soldier, at Appomattox
National Historical Park. 8:30 am-5 pm. Free
with park admission. www.nps.gov/apco.
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14-18 DC
VA

20 VA

"Civil War Archeology" ranger program at the
Petersburg National Battlefield. 10 am-noon and
1-3 pm. Free with park admission.
www.nps.gov/pete

20 VA

Living history, "Home Cookin,’" life in the 1860s
at the Bushong House on the New Market
Battlefield State Park. 10 am-4 pm. $10/adult,
$5/child. 866-515-1864.

Boat tour, "Potomac River Blockade," includes
surviving batteries that enforced the Confederate
blockade (September 1861-March 1862). 10 am-1
pm. $30 includes lunch. Reservations: 703-7924754.

20 VA

Walking tour, Fort Huger, 15080 Talcott Terrace
in Isle of Wight County on the James River near
Smithfield. 10 am. Free. 757-357-0115.

19 VA

Book Fair, Civil War books and authors at the
Museum of the Confederacy in Appomattox. 3-5
pm. Free with site admission. www.moc.org

20 VA

19 VA

Lunch talk, "Death and Mourning," at the
Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond. Noon.
Free. www.moc.org.

Bus tour, "In the Footsteps of the Gray Ghost,
Col. John S. Mosby," leaves from the Bristoe
Station Battlefield Heritage Park parking lot, Iron
Brigade Road, in Bristow (near Manassas). 8 am5 pm. $85 (includes lunch). Reservations: 703366-3049.

19-20 VA

Talk/tour, "Roads to Antietam," with Dennis
Frye. Talk Friday 6:30 pm at the Hill School in
Middleburg. Tour departs Saturday morning from
Leesburg. Talk, tour: $110.
www.mosbyheritagearea.org.

18 VA

19-21 VA

20 DC
PA
VA

Ken Burns Civil War Event, includes exclusive
guided visits to DC and area museums and sites
including Arlington National Cemetery, the
Manassas National Battlefield, Ford's Theatre and
many more with a keynote and visit with
filmmaker Burns. From $3,990 including hotel,
some meals. Organized by Burns and Tauck
Tours. www.tauck.com or 800-468-2825.

Symposium, "The Civil War in 1862," at Pamplin
Historical Park near Petersburg. $249.
www.pamplinpark.org or 804-861-2408.
Bus tour, "Lee's Retreat from Gettysburg and the
Battle of Falling Waters," all-day tour leaves
from 550 C St SW in Washington DC at 7 am.
$166. A Smithsonian Associates program.
www.smithsonianassociates.org (click Civil
War).

20 PA

"An Evening with the Painting," a special look at
the famous Cyclorama at the Gettysburg National
Military Park. 6 pm. $20.
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

20 VA

Living history, "Spirits, Suffering, and Society:
Death in Civil War Alexandria," at the LeeFendall House Museum, 614 Oronoco St,
Alexandria. 6-9 pm. $15. Reservations:
www.leefendallhouse.org/?page_id=75

20 VA

Living history, "Weston: Civil War Memories,"
at Weston Farmstead, 19th-century farm near
Warrenton. Civil War-era character impressions,
exhibits and more. 10 am-4 pm. $5/adult.
www.historicweston.org

20 VA

Bus tour, "The 1862 Peninsula Campaign," meets
at Dabbs House, 3820 Nine Mile Road, near
downtown Richmond. 1-5 pm. Reservations,
price: 804-649-0711 extension 301.
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20-21 PA

Living history at Pitzer Woods in the Gettysburg
National Military Park. Free. www.nps.gov/gett

20-21 VA

Reenactment, "Battle of Cedar Creek" on the
historic battlefield near Middletown. Annual
event with living history demonstrations and
battles each afternoon. Fee charged.
www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org.

21 VA

"Sunset at Sandusky," annual benefit for the
historic site in Lynchburg. James I Robertson
featured speaker. See www.historicsandusky.org
for ticket info.

21 VA

Lecture, "Medical Problems on the Peninsula," at
York Hall, 301 Main St, Yorktown. 3 pm. Free.
757-890-3508.

23-24 VA

Seminar, "Exploring Life During the Civil War,"
at the Northern Virginia 4-H Educational Center,
600 4-H Center Drive, Front Royal. Topics
include music and faith, the role of women, and
an evening with General Lee. $150-165
depending on registration date. More info,
registration: www.nova4h.com/civil-waracademy

26 VA

Seminar and tour, "Defeated, But Not
Demoralized: The First Battle of Kernstown,"
morning lectures, afternoon site tour, at the
Museum of the Shenandoah Valley in
Winchester. $20. Details, registration: 540-8687021.

27 MD Walking tour, "Dunker Church," at the Antietam
National Battlefield near Sharpsburg. 2:30 pm.
Free with park admission. www.nps.gov/anti
27 PA

Seminar, "‘Into My Pen is Heavy’: The Press
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Reports the Battle of Gettysburg," lecture and
field program in Gettysburg. Details,
reservations: www.gettysburgfoundation.org
27 VA

Walking tour, "Hollywood Cemetery: The Civil
War," begins at cemetery gate, Cherry and
Albemarle streets, Richmond. 2-4 pm. $10. 804649-0711 extension 301.

27 VA

Seminar and tour: "'Defeated, But Not...
Demoralized' The First Battle of Kernstown,"
morning session at the Museum of the
Shenandoah Valley in Winchester followed by
car-caravan tour of the battlefield. $20. 540-8687021.

27 VA

Living history tour, "Spirits of New Market,"
spooky tours of the New Market Battlefield State
Park. 7-9 pm. Free with park admission. 866-5151864.

27-28 MD Lecture, "The Letterman Plan," a revolution in
wartime medical care at the Antietam National
Battlefield near Sharpsburg. 11 am each day. Free
with park admission. www.nps.gov/anti
27-28 MD Living history, "Artillery at Antietam," camps
and demonstrations at the Antietam National
Battlefield near Sharpsburg. Free with park
admission. www.nps.gov/anti
27-28 PA

Living history at Pitzer Woods and the
Pennsylvania Memorial in the Gettysburg
National Military Park. Free. www.nps.gov/gett

28 VA

Living history, artillery demonstrations at the
Petersburg National Battlefield. 1:30-4:30 pm.
Free with park admission. www.nps.gov/pete

28 VA

Living history and talk, "Soldiers, Disease and
medicine at Fairfax Court House," at the Historic
Blenheim Civil War Interpretive Center. 2 pm.
Free. 703-591-0506.

28-30 VA

Battle Hymns:T he Power and Popularity of Music in the Civil
War, by Christian McWhirter
Music was everywhere during the Civil War. Tunes could be
heard ringing out from parlor pianos, thundering at political
rallies, setting the rhythms of military life, and declaring the
newfound freedom of African Americans. With literacy still
limited, music was an important vehicle for communicating
ideas about the war, and it had a lasting impact in the decades
that followed. In Battle Hymns, Christian McWhirter analyzes
the myriad ways music influenced popular culture in the years
surrounding the war and examines its deep resonance.
Though published songs of the time have long been catalogued
and appreciated, McWhirter is the first to explore what
Americans actually said and did with these pieces. Southerners
rewrote the lighthearted lyrics of “Dixie” to better suit their
cause. Julia Ward transformed the crude “John Brown’s Body”
into a serious statement of purpose with “The Battle Hymn of
the Republic.” And Septimus Winner’s “Give Us Back Our Old
Commander” lamented George McClellan’s removal from
command of the Army of the Potomac.
By gauging the popularity of the most prominent songs and
examining how Americans used them, McWhirter pushes music
beyond the periphery of Civil War history.

Ghost tours, lectures and more at the Exchange
Hotel Civil War Museum in Gordonsvillle.
paraconexchange.weebly.com

Civil War Books
Reviews by the History Book Club
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Lincoln's Code: The Laws of War in American History, by
John Fabian Witt
Review by William C. Davis
Contradiction in terms though it sounds, warfare—man’s most
chaotic and ungovernable of enterprises—has rules, rules that in
most conflicts and at most times, most combatants attempt at
least to appear to be obeying, if only for show and political
points. Insurgents and underdogs, of course, almost never play
by the rules, for the simple reason that it is only by
unconventional—often brutal—means that they can attempt to
even the odds against them. Such methods continually force
major powers to stretch and redefine the rules whereby they
fight each other.
Regardless of how those precepts evolve, however, modern
rules of warfare virtually all owe their inception to the Civil
War, Abraham Lincoln, and a forgotten man named Francis
Lieber. By late 1862, with the Civil War showing nothing but
signs of growing ever larger and more consuming, with no
conclusion in sight, fears spread that it could well expand
completely out of control. Lincoln himself confessed that he
would have to give up what he termed a “rose water” war
policy, and replace it with a sterner, more aggressive, and
therefore ultimately more destructive approach, if the Union was
to prevail.
If that were to be the case, however, he felt there must be some
rules to govern what was acceptable, to separate necessities of
war from abject barbarism, to establish some sort of framework
to define that most extreme of oxymorons, “humane warfare.”
His War Department turned to Lieber, who produced 157
“articles of war” outlining acceptable conduct, and the moral or
ethical principles undergirding them. In 1863 the Lieber Code
went to the Union’s generals, and Lincoln sent it to the
Confederates as well, to show them how the union would
conduct itself, and suggest that the South follow suit. Soon the
code spread to Europe, and by the end of the century it was the
foundation for the first major international treaty on warfare at
the Hague. At the end of World War II it was used to try Nazi
war criminals, and at the Geneva Convention of 1949 the Lieber
Code was on the table and echoed in its ultimate product, the
articles by which all major nations today judge military conduct.
That is an enormous impact for a man few have heard of, but in
John Fabian Witt’s penetrating new work, Lincoln’s Code: The
Laws of War in American History, Lieber gets his due.
Exhaustive, authoritative, written with drama and flair,
Lincoln’s Code is a remarkable work about remarkable men.
Witt examines the attitudes and actions that characterized
military conduct prior to the Civil War, and then traces the
impact of the Lieber Code on world affairs in the century and
more that followed, all demonstrating what a genuinely unique
and revolutionary act it was for Lincoln, his war leaders, and
Lieber, to rise above their temporal conflict by attempting to
make some sense out of chaos, and some humanity from
inhumanity.
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Lincoln and the Triumph of the Nation: Constitutional
Conflict in the American Civil War, by Mark E. Neely
Lincoln and the Triumph of the Nation: Constitutional
Conflict in the American Civil War, by Mark E. Neely
Review by William C. Davis
Nothing tries the strength of a charter of government more than
a civil war. Many do not survive the trauma; few survive
entirely unaltered. The American Civil War put strains on the
Constitution that the Founders never imagined, and yet it
survived intact and even strengthened. Indeed, that very
augmentation of federal power under that charter is at the center
of the political debate today.
No one has addressed the course of the Constitution through the
war more in depth than Mark E. Neely, winner of the Pulitzer
Prize, and author of a number of penetrating studies of Abraham
Lincoln and Union and Confederate civil liberties. His new
work Lincoln and the Triumph of the Nation: Constitutional
Conflict in the American Civil War takes his previous work even
farther.
From its outset, the Civil War was chiefly about power, who
was to have it, and over whom. The sectional conflict over
slavery boiled down to issues of representation in government in
Washington, and whether or not the slave states would have
enough representation—enough power—to withstand efforts to
strike at slavery where it existed. Once the sections divided into
Union and Confederacy, the question remained of whether one
side would have the physical power to defend itself, and
whether the other had the power to overwhelm its adversary.
But within those two polities there raged a separate battle for
power throughout the conflict, a struggle to define and maintain
the rights and freedoms of their respective peoples, versus the
imperatives of those nations to do whatever was necessary to
achieve or maintain national survival. In the courts, in the press,
in the public forum and constantly in the halls of the congresses,
men and women fought to save their liberties even as they
fought the enemy.
Neely looks penetratingly at the whole issues like secession,
suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus and the
Emancipation Proclamation, every one of them challenged as
unconstitutional in their time and still debated today. He then
proceeds to evaluate the judicial process in time of war,
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especially the military court martial that more than 100,000 men
faced North and South, a venue in which much of Anglo-Saxon
law is turned upside down. And in the Confederacy he finds a
unique challenge to constitutional authority in the doctrine of
state rights that helped bring on the war, and then helped
hamstring the Confederacy.
The result is the best look yet into the issues that drove good
men on both sides to struggle to find a way to meet the
extraordinary demands of defense on the battlefield, while
defending their ideas of freedom and law at home. In the
process, Neely raises questions that still confront modern
Americans in the days of Guantanamo, “rendition,” and the
power of a state to overturn Federal legislation.

slaves (or their descendants). Lincoln kept with the Declaration
as he then worked to undermine the legitimacy of Dred Scott.
In 1860 Lincoln stated he never had a political thought not
informed by the Declaration. But with the presidency and Civil
War, the Declaration was unhelpful both in how to deal with
war and more importantly in its justification for separating from
the mother country to obtain real independence. Once the war
came, Lincoln almost never mentioned the Declaration because
he read the Constitution with a gloss informed by the
controversies at hand. Instead he saw an almost mystical
American nation with the Constitution designed to create a
“more perfect Union.” For the rest of his life “Union” replaced
the Declaration as the guiding constitutional principle.
Union necessitated an elastic Constitution, one that could admit
West Virginia as a state even though no state could be divided
without its consent, one that authorized the president (alone) to
give military commanders the right to suspend the writ of
habeas corpus, one that allowed the president, as commander-inchief, to declare that slaves in territory held by the Confederacy
(and therefore pointedly excluding the Border States) were free.

Lincoln and the Constitution, by Brian R. Dirck
Review by Lucas A. Powe, Jr.

Brian Dirck shows that Lincoln’s Constitution was always
measured and always practical in dealing with the crises at hand.
Near the very end of Lincoln and the Constitution, Dirck
approvingly quotes Frederick Douglass: “Viewed from the
genuine abolition ground, Mr. Lincoln seemed tardy, cold, dull,
and indifferent, but measuring him by the sentiment of his
country, a sentiment he was bound as a statesman to consult, he
was swift, zealous, radical, and determined.” A Statesman
indeed.

Lincoln and the Constitution by Brian R. Dirck is part of the
Concise Lincoln Library series. It is therefore short and written
for a general audience. It has real strength in its division of
Lincoln’s constitutional thought into pre-presidential and then
Civil War periods.
Lincoln revered the Founding Fathers and therefore the
Constitution. As a Whig and then a Republican politician he
held the expansive views of federal power initially articulated
by Alexander Hamilton that never changed. As president—and
one from the West—he was able to sign a series of laws
promoting economic development: banning slavery in the
territories, the Homestead Act, the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges
Act, the creation of a new national banking system, and
legislation designed to aid the construction of a transcontinental
railroad.
In the 1850s he added to his reverence and Hamiltonian views a
moral vision based on the Declaration of Independence. When
the Missouri Compromise was repealed by the Kansas-Nebraska
Act in 1854, Lincoln turned to the Declaration and the
inalienable right of liberty to oppose opening new territory to
slavery. The Declaration demanded natural rights for all people,
not just the fortunate whites. This emphasis continued after the
Supreme Court’s Dred Scott decision even in the face of Chief
Justice Taney’s assertion that the Founders—not being
hypocrites—could not have intended the Declaration to include
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The Iron Brigade in Civil War and Memory
The Black Hats from Bull Run to Appomattox and Thereafter
by Lance J. Herdegen
Aside from its remarkable stand on the first day at Gettysburg,
the illustrious history of the Iron Brigade—from the earliest
days of the war to Appomattox Court House—is largely
overlooked. With The Iron Brigade in Civil War and Memory,
Lance J. Herdegen rectifies this oversight in the first booklength account of the legendary combat unit, from Bull Run to
the grand march up Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C.
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The only all-Western organization serving in the Eastern
Theater, the “Black Hat Brigade”—named for their distinctive
felt dress hat—took part in the fighting at Gainesville, Second
Bull Run, South Mountain (where George B. McClellan claimed
he gave them their “Iron Brigade” moniker), Antietam,
Fredericksburg, and Chancellorsville. At Gettysburg on July 1,
the brigade saved the high ground west of town that proved
decisive in the Union victory, but was nearly destroyed in the
process. Some of the regiments fought on through the
Wilderness to Petersburg and Appomattox.

program to preserve battlefields from the Revolutionary War
and War of 1812. Holt introduced similar legislation in the last
session of Congress, and his bill passed the House
unanimously.

Based on decades of research and including scores of previously
unpublished letters, photos, journals, and other primary
accounts, The Iron Brigade in Civil War and Memory is a tour
de force of historical narrative.

“The public-private partnerships fostered through the
American Battlefield Protection Program have been
responsible for setting aside some of our nation’s most
significant historic sites,” said James Lighthizer, president of
the Civil War Trust. “But our nation was not only shaped on
the battlefields of the 1860s — and this measure will help
encourage the protection and appreciation of the full scope of
our history.”

September 11, 2012
For more information, contact:
Christopher Hartmann, Rep. Holt, (202) 225-5801
Mary Koik, Civil War Trust, (202) 367-1861, ext. 7231
HOLT ANNOUNCES U.S. HOUSE PASSAGE OF
BATTLEFIELD PROTECTION BILL
Bill Would Provide Matching Grants to Preserve Historic Sites
Across the Country
(Washington, D.C.) – The U.S. House of Representatives
yesterday passed the American Battlefield Protection Program
Amendments Act (H.R. 2489), a bipartisan bill authored by
U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (NJ-12) that would provide competitive
matching grants to preserve battlefields from the
Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, and the Civil War.
The legislation will now be sent to the U.S. Senate for further
consideration, where a companion bill has been introduced by
U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (NY).

The legislation is supported by numerous historic preservation
organizations, including the Civil War Trust, the National
Trust for Historic Preservation, the Crossroads of the
American Revolution Association, and the National Parks
Conservation Association.

“With every year that goes by, this legislation grows more
urgent,” said noted historian David Hackett Fischer in his
testimony to Congress in support of the bill. “Sites now
presently endangered include some of the most important
events in the history of the American Revolution.”
Among the sites covered by Holt’s legislation are hundreds of
battlefields and associated sites throughout New Jersey. A full
list of eligible areas in Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, and Somerset Counties is available online.
According to the National Park Service, the need to preserve
battlefields from the Revolutionary War and War of 1812 is
dire. Out of the 825 nationally significant battlefields and
associated sites from these wars, 107 have been lost, 245 are in
fragmented or poor condition, and 222 are in danger of being
destroyed within the next ten years.
The American Battlefield Protection Program Amendments
Act is cosponsored by Rep. Steven Rothman (D-NJ), Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-NJ), Rep. Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE), and
Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY), among others.
###

“Sprawl and commercial development are threatening the
historic sites where our nation was forged and shaped,” Holt
said. “Each time a historic battlefield is replaced with a
parking lot, a chapter of American history is obscured, and
future generations lose an important window onto their
heritage. This bill would provide matching funds that would
leverage private efforts to preserve our nation’s past.”
Holt’s legislation would build on the success of the American
Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP), which provides
competitive matching grants that support private efforts to
preserve Civil War sites. Since 1999, the program has helped
to save more than 16,500 acres of historic sites in 14 states.
Holt’s bill would reauthorize the ABPP and create an identical
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Virginia
1862: The Battle of Chantilly (Ox Hill) was the last clap of
thunder (literally) in the Battle of Second Manassas. Robert E.
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Lee's victorious Confederates were attempting to strike one
more blow to the retreating Union army. The battle at Chantilly,
fought in a noisy thunderstorm Sept. 1, 1862, cost the Union
army two of its generals.

• Kentucky

2012: Anniversary tours, music, speeches and more are planned
for Sept. 1 at the Ox Hill Battlefield Park in Fairfax County.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/oxhill
• Maryland
1862: For the first couple of weeks in
September all eyes (at least in the East)
turned to Maryland as Lee's Confederate
army crossed the Potomac River and began
marching north through the state. Tension
in Washington mounted as the Union army
took the field to shield the Federal capital,
Baltimore and points north. The Federals
finally caught up with Lee near Sharpsburg
resulting in the bloody battle along
Antietam Creek Sept. 17.
2012: Living history, special tours, two reenactments and more
is on tap commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Battles of
Antietam, South Mountain, Harpers Ferry and other Maryland
Campaign events.

1862: The same time the Maryland events were unfolding, a
couple of Confederate armies were moving north in Kentucky.
On Sept. 14-17, 1862, Confederate Gen. Braxton Bragg
cornered a small Union contingent at the important
transportation center at Munfordville and forced its surrender.
Following this action, Bragg continued north toward Frankfort,
planning to join with the other Confederate army under Gen.
Kirby Smith there.
2012: The Battle of Munfordville is remembered during an
annual weekend of living history, music and reenactments. This
year's event is scheduled Sept. 7-9.

We've compiled a list of these events and created an interactive
map showing all the venues:
www.civilwartraveler.com/150/Antietam-events.html

Cape May County Civil War Round Table
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