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2015 Meeting Dates 

 

21 May: Brian Blake will be presenting on George Pickett 

= Patriot or Criminal? Refreshments: Matt Bruce 

18 June: The Field of Shoes: The Battle of New Market 

Refreshments: 

16 July: To Be Announced   Refreshments: Lisa & 

Wendy 

20 August: John Michael Priest will be telling us about 

The Battles of South Mountain. Refreshments: 

17 September: Tracy Evans will be telling us about The 

Lost Orders of General Lee.  Refreshments: Tim Keely 

15 October: Craig Caba will be discussing the J Howard 

Worth Collection of Civil War Artifacts from Gettysburg 

as well as anti-slavery efforts in Gettysburg. 

19 November: To Be Announced 

?? December (date for Christmas dinner meeting to be 

determined) 

 

LIST OF LOCAL EVENTS!!! 

Members are encouraged to participate; if you have 

Civil War garb / uniforms, please feel free to wear it! 

We would also appreciate members attending helping 

by handing out flyers as well as telling folks about our 

group. MAC says we can have people at non-Civil War 

oriented events too, and some of them are listed herein. 

 

30 May – MAC = Jazz at the Estate 

13 June, 10am – 4pm: MAC Civil War event (Physic 

Estate) 

20 – 21 June: Military Time Line at Cold Spring Village 

16 – 18 July: 4H Faire at Cape May County Park 
8 Aug: MAC Craft Beer and Crab Festival 

12 – 13 Sept: Civil War Weekend at Cold Spring Village 

19 Sep: MAC = Harvst Brew Festival 

11 Oct: MAC = Special Family Event at end of Victorian 

Week 

16 Oct: Cape May County Historical Museum begins 

winter hours, tours only by appointment. 

12 & 19 Dec: Christmas Open House at the Cape May 

Historical Society Museum 

The County Historical Society and Museum would like 

us to add that they are looking for volunteers to help 

with many aspects of their work – from helping in the 

library, working in the gardens, to acting as tour 

guides/docents in the museum. 

 

Round Table Officers 

 
President: Marty Runner 

1402 Rt 9 South, Lot 193, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210 

609-536-8235 

pat_mar1136@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President:  Lou Bishop Jr. 

21 Schoolhouse Ln, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210 

609-463-9277 or 741-5438 

southwilriseagain@aol.com 

 

Secretary: Pat Munson-Siter 

42 Franklin Ave., Villas, NJ  08251-2407 

609-287-5097 

patms1766@outlook.com 

 

Treasurer: Jim Marshall 

202 Bartram Ln., Ocean City, NJ  08226 

609-602-3243 

jim@jimocnj.com 

 

mailto:southwilriseagain@aol.com
mailto:jim@jimocnj.com
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REMINDER: Dues are Now Due, and have gone 

up to $30 a year; $35 if you want a hard copy of 

the newsletter mailed to you. Copy costs have gone 

up to $.11 a page, so it’s a lot more expensive to 

print the newsletter than it was even a few years 

ago!  And you all know how more expensive it is to 

mail a letter, too… Send your dues to Jim 

Marshall!!! 

 
Minutes of the Business Meeting 

April 2015 

 
President Runner called the meeting to order. We saluted the 

flag and held a moment of silence in honor of those who have 

served and are still serving our country, past and present. 

 

Treasurer Marshall gave his report. Motion made to accept the 

report and file for audit; motion seconded and approved. 

 

Reminder that there are sign up sheets for refreshments and for 

volunteers for Civil War Day at the Cape May County museum.  

 

Civil War Day will be 2 May at the Society. Members of the 

CWRT can come in at 9am to check over the books donated by 

the Union League in Philadelphia that will be on sale. The 

general public will be admitted at 10am.  There will also be re 

enactors for both North and South and other exhibits; there will 

be childrens’ activities as well. 

 

The Historical Society is giving us a LOT of support. Please 

show up and support their activities as well! We are hoping to 

put together a joint Civil War related bus trip with them 

sometime in the fall. 

 

The East Lynne Theater in Cape May will be putting on a play, 

Mr. Lincoln, about President Lincoln from 27 Jun – 25 July. 

 

The 30
th

 anniversary of the founding of the Cape May County 

Civil War Round Table was in April 2015.  

 

The Civil War Trust is putting on a special fund raising effort to 

acquire some land in the middle of the Sharpsburg Battlefield. 

Motion made, seconded and approved to donate $75 toward the 

fund. 

 

Reminder that if you want to have a hard copy of the newsletter 

mailed to you, you need to pay $35 for your dues this year.  

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned so 

the presentation on Petersburg could begin. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Patricia A. Munson-Siter 

 

Secretary, Cape May County Civil War Round Table 

 

 
Important Civil War Events in May 

 

1861 

 3 Battle at Philippi (now WV) 

10 Battle at Big Bethel (VA) 

11 Western Virginia counties create separate government 

1862 

1 Lee takes command of Confederate army in Richmond 

6 Union forces occupy Memphis 

8 Battle of Cross Keys (VA) 

9 Battle of Port Republic (VA) 

26 Battle of Mechanicsville (VA) 

27 Battle of Gaines' Mill (VA) 

29 Battle of Savage's Station (VA) 

30 Battle of Glendale (VA) 

1863 

9 Battle of Brandy Station (VA)  

15 Second Battle of Winchester  

20 West Virginia admitted to Union as 35th state  

1864 

1-14 Battle of Cold Harbor (VA)  

10 Battle of Brice's Crossroads (MS)  

11-12 Battle of Trevilian Station (VA)  

15 Initial Union attacks at Petersburg  

18 Battle of Lynchburg (VA)  

27 Battle of Kennesaw Mountain (GA)  

 

 
 

Civil War Related Events 

 

Most of these are from the Civil War Traveler website. 

Unfortunately the state of New Jersey still does not 

participate in this program, so you won’t find any New 
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Jersey events listed here. Those we know about will be 

listed in the “local events” section on page one. 

4 DC  Lecture and book signing, “Sherman’s March to the Sea,” 

with Jeff Shaara, a Smithsonian event at the Ripley Center, 1100 

Jefferson Drive SW, Washington. 7 pm. $25. 

smithsonianassociates.org (click Civil War). 

6  VA Living history walking tour, “Battle of Smithfield,” 

begins at the Isle of Wight Museum, 103 Main St, Smithfield. 2 

pm. Free. historicisleofwight.com 

6 VA Walking tour, “Fort Huger,” 17146 Monument Circle, Isle 

of Wight County near Smithfield. 10 am. Free. 

historicisleofwight.com 

6 VA  Tour, “Hood’s Texans in Price William County,” 

includes 1861-62 camp sites and the Manassas battlefield. $80. 

Tour based in Manassas area. 703-367-7872 for reservations, 

details. 

6 MD  Lecture, “Why the North Won and the South Lost,” at 

the Surratt House Museum in Clinton. 4 pm. Free. 

surrattmuseum.org 

6 MD Talk, “Managing the Civil War: Administration and 

Bureaucracy,” at the National Museum of Civil War Medicine 

in Frederick. 10:30 am. Free. civilwarmed.org 

6 PA  “An Evening with the Painting,” an “after-hours” 

experience with the Gettysburg Cyclorama at the Gettysburg 

NMP visitor center. 6 pm. $20/adult. 

gettysburgfoundation.org/18 

7 VA Lecture, “Robert E. Lee and Arlington House,” at the 

Central Library, 1015 N Quincy St, Arlington. 5 pm. Free. 703-

228-5990. 

11 MD  Talk, “Raise the Colors! The Evolving American Flag 

in War and Peace,” at the National Museum of Civil War 

Medicine in Frederick. 10:30 am. Free. civilwarmed.org/ 

12 VA  Walking tour, “Corling’s Corner,” visits places in 

Petersburg where slaves were sold and rented. Meets downtown 

at the corner of Bank and Sycamore streets. 6 pm. Free. 

nps.gov/pete 

13 PA Brass Band Concert at the Gettysburg NMP visitor center 

(2 pm) and the Pennsylvania Memorial (5 pm). Free. 

nps.gov/gett 

13 VA Boat tour, “Potomac River Blockade,” see preserved 

Confederate batteries along the river, plus lunch. Cruises based 

in Leesylvania State Park in Woodbridge. $45. 703-366-3049 

for details. 

13-14 PA Reenactment, “Lehigh Valley Civil War Days,” at 

Whitehall Parkway in Whitehall. Camps and living history 

demonstrations open 9 am each day. Battles each day. Details, 

directions: friendsofcampgeiger.webs.com 

13-14 MD  Living history, “Blue and Gray Days,” at Point 

Lookout State Park in Point Lookout. Former guard/prisoner 

living history. 301-872-5688. 

14  MD Guided tour of the “The War Came by Train,” exhibit 

at the B&O Railroad Museum in Baltimore. Noon. Free with 

admission. borail.org 

14 VA Book talk, “The Battle of First Deep Bottom,” at the 

Manassas Museum in Manassas. 2 pm. Free. 

manassasmuseum.org 

18 VA “Union Assaults: Prelude to the Crater,” ranger program 

at the Petersburg National Battlefield (Stop 7 Eastern Front). 3 

pm. Free with park admission. nps.gov/pete 

19 VA Walking tour, “Mount Hebron and National 

Cemeteries,” a History at Sunset program, begins 7 pm in 

Winchester. Free. nps.gov/cebe 

19-21 MA/PA Tour, “The War Came by Train: The B&O 

Railroad during the Civil War,” includes the B&O Railroad 

Museum in Baltimore, Relay House, Ellicott City and more. 

Ends with a replica 1860 train trip from New Freedom to 

Hanover PA. shencivilwar.org 

20 VA Conference, “The Rocky Road to Peace: 1865 and the 

Post-War Era in the Valley,” annual conference from the 

Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation, at the Stonewall 

Jackson Hotel in Staunton. $20. Info and registration: 

shenandoahatwar.org 

20 VA Bus tour, annual tour visiting sites associated with John 

S. Mosby in Northern Virginia. 8:30 am-5:30 pm. $75. Sign up: 

703-971-4884. 

20 VA Walking tours of the Kernstown battlefields at the KBA 

property off Route 11, south of Winchester. 11 am and 1 pm. 

Free, donations welcome. kernstownbattle.org 

20 VA  Walking tour, “Marble Men,” at the Poplar Grove 

National Cemetery, part of the Petersburg National Battlefield. 7 

pm. Free. nps.gov/pete 

20 VA  Van tour, “Lee’s Retreat,” leaves from Lee Hall 

Mansion in Newport News. 8 am-6 pm. $50. Reservations: 757-

888-3371 extension 306. 

20 NY “Stephen Crane’s ‘The Red Badge of Courage:’ A 

Living Memorial,” with several showings of the Civil War film, 

living history and much more at in Port Jervis’s Orange Square. 

Details: 845-856-6741. 

http://smithsonianassociates.org/
http://www.historicisleofwight.com/
http://www.historicisleofwight.com/
http://www.surrattmuseum.org/
http://www.civilwarmed.org/
http://www.gettysburgfoundation.org/18
http://www.civilwarmed.org/
http://www.nps.gov/pete
http://www.nps.gov/gett
http://friendsofcampgeiger.webs.com/
http://www.borail.org/
http://www.manassasmuseum.org/
http://www.nps.gov/pete
http://www.nps.gov/cebe
http://shencivilwar.org/
http://www.shenandoahatwar.org/
http://www.kernstownbattle.org/
http://www.nps.gov/pete
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20 PA Concert, “Battle of the Bands” Civil War music and 

hymns on Seminary Ridge at Gettyburg. 6-8 pm. Free. 

seminaryridgemuseum.org 

26-28 PA Reenactment, “Passing of the Armies,” camps, 

demonstrations, lectures, exhibits and battle reenactments at 

Hartwood Acres, 200 Hartwood Acres, in Pittsburgh. More info, 

directions: sas.2ed.co/event 

27 VA Commemoration of the execution of two ex-Confederate 

soldiers near New Market. Car-caravan tour and program. 

shenandoahatwar.org 

27 MD Living history, “Ship’s Company,” life in “Mr. 

Lincoln’s Navy” at the USS Constellation in Baltimore’s Inner 

Harbor. 10 am-4 pm. Free with admission. shipscompany.org 

27-28 MD  Living history, “Artillery Weekend” at the Antietam 

National Battlefield in Sharpsburg. Camp and demonstrations. 

Free with park admission. nps.gov/anti 

27-28 WV Living history, “Under Fire: The Battle of Bolivar 

Heights, 1862,” at the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. 

Camp all weekend, demonstrations at 1, 2 and 3 pm. Free with 

park admission. nps.gov/hafe 

27-28 VA  Anniversary living history and talks, “The Long 

March to Gettysburg: The Military Engineers & Medical Staff 

of Gen. Winfield S. Hancock,” commemorates the Union march 

to Gettysburg at the Mt. Zion Historic Park, 40309 John Mosby 

Highway, Aldie. 9 am-5 pm Saturday, 10 am-3 pm Sunday. 

$5/adult. 703-327-9777. 

29 VA “The Pegrams Lost at Petersburg,” a look at the famous 

Confederate family at the Five Forks Contact Station, part of the 

Petersburg National Battlefield. 3 pm. Free. www.nps.gov/pete 

 

The Battles of Appomattox Station and Court House 

APRIL 8 - 9, 1865 

BY PATRICK SCHROEDER 

 
George Custer 

On the afternoon of April 8, 1865, four supply trains awaited 

Lee’s army at Appomattox Station.  The news reached Federal 

Major General George A. Custer and he rapidly pushed his 

division forward with the 2nd New York Cavalry in the lead.  

These trains are loaded with supplies—clothes, blankets, 

equipment, ordnance, medical supplies, and most importantly—

food.  After moving along the wagon road beside the railroad, 

Custer’s men approach Appomattox Station from the southeast.  

The Station consisted of only a few houses with a squad of 

Confederate cavalry guarding the trains.  Fred Blodgett (of the 

2nd New York Cavalry) rode up to an engineer, calling out 

“Hands up,” while leveling his carbine.  A call for engineers 

among Custer’s men went out in order to get the cars away as a 

large Confederate force was believed to be in the area, and 

shells began to rain down in the area of the Station. 

These shells were fired by Confederate Brigadier General 

Rueben Lindsay Walker’s Reserve Artillery which had been  

advanced to the head of Lee’s column in order not to impede the 

movement of the Army of Northern Virginia.  With Walker 

were approximately 100 cannon, 200 baggage wagons, and the 

army hospital wagons—all  encamped, little expecting to 

encounter Federal forces.  Walker’s men were preparing for 

supper, and Walker himself was seated on a stump being shaved 

by one of his men, when the cry went up “Yankees”,  

http://www.seminaryridgemuseum.org/
http://sas.2ed.co/event/
http://www.shenandoahatwar.org/
http://shipscompany.org/
http://www.nps.gov/anti
http://www.nps.gov/hafe
http://www.nps.gov/pete
http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/biographies/robert-e-lee.html
http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/appomattoxstation.html
http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/biographies/george-armstrong-custer-1.html
http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/biographies/reuben-linsday-walker.html
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“Sheridan” and a short way off a mounted man crying “The 

Yankees are coming.” 

 
Brigadier General Reuben Lindsay Walker (Library of 

Congress) 

A fourth train which had just arrived, started back for 

Lynchburg in such a rush that it broke some of the couplings 

and left most of its cars behind.  Walker drew his men into a 

semi-circle and was supported by the only troops in the vicinity, 

Talcott’s Engineers (acting as infantry), General Martin Gary’s 

Cavalry Brigade (7th South Carolina, 7th Georgia, 24th 

Virginia), and 75 to 100 artillerymen acting as infantry.  

Encounters developed as Federal skirmishers pushed northeast 

from the Station. 

The ground was not good for fighting a battle, mainly thick 

shrubbery and dense forest with some trails leading through it, 

and an unusual fight it would be—artillery against mounted 

cavalry.  The Confederates were hampered be the 

unexpectedness of the attack, lack of organization, and no 

central command, which resulted in mass confusion.  Custer’s 

men were not sure what lay ahead and were ordered by him to 

charge, but the advance became disjointed probes and pushes 

through the unfriendly terrain.  Almer Montague of the 1st 

Vermont Cavalry commented “we found on entering the woods 

that the underbrush and vines were too thick for us to march 

through and keep our organization and we were soon advancing 

'every man for himself'.  Shells crashing through trees 

overhead.—But now and then our men were in their rear and up 

to the mouth of their guns, they poured out such a volley of 

grape and canister that it was impossible to resist and we were 

obliged to fall back.  Again we rallied and advanced and again 

were repulsed by grape and canister.”  

Martin’s battery fought aggressively on the Confederate left, 

continuously firing while boldly moving forward.  Custer’s men 

made two or three probing assaults, none very anxious to get too 

close the walls of iron being thrown at them by the discharges of 

canister.  Meanwhile, the Confederate batteries that were not 

engaged did their best to escape west towards Lynchburg or 

north towards Oakville.  As darkness was coming on, a final 

concerted charge was made.  A member of the 2nd New York 

Cavalry recalled that they made a charge down a narrow lane 

that led to an open field where the Confederate artillery was 

posted, and coming out of the woods, “A tornado of canister-

shot swept over our heads, the next instant we were in the 

battery.” Montague of the 1st Vermont recalled, “Every man 

was fighting for himself and fighting like tigers.”  He was hit by 

spent canister, paralyzing his leg for a time. 

Some of the discharges of canister found their mark, taking 

down horses and men, one of them being a future Governor of 

Vermont, Charles J. Bell, with an iron ball lodged in the back of 

his hand.  In the swirl of fighting, the color bearer of the 

Washington Artillery of New Orleans, William Davis, “A 

splendid soldier,” was killed staining the flag with his life 

blood.  The flag was captured by Barney Sheilds of the 2nd 

West Virginia Cavalry.  Also killed was Major Sesch Howe of 

the 1st West Virginia Cavalry.  He was the fifth of five family 

members to die in the war. 

 

Historical photo of Appomattox Station by T.H. O'Sullivan 

(Library of Congress) 

Custer’s men captured 25 or 30 guns.  As for casualties from 

this fight, there are no Confederate reports, so the exact total 

will never be know—perhaps 100 men killed and wounded in 

some manner, but nearly 1,000 Confederate soldiers captured, 

including Brigadier General Young Moody, and about 100 

wagons.  Federal casualties totalled less than 50, but Union 

surgeons commented that they “had never treated so many 
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extreme cases in so short a fight.  The wounds were chiefly 

made by artillery, and were serious; many patients being badly 

mangled.”  

As the fighting at Appomattox Station subsided, elements of the 

15th New York Cavalry, under the direction of Lieutenant 

Colonel Augustus Root, leapt the fence and gained the 

Lynchburg-Richmond Stage Road and charged into the village 

of Appomattox Court House, capturing wagons and teamsters 

along the way.  Jesse Hutchins of the 5th Alabama Battalion 

was killed in front of the Courthouse building.  The cavalry 

circumvented the Courthouse and galloped towards the George 

Peers’ house. While passing the Rosser shops a member of the 

5th Alabama Battalion put a bullet through Root’s neck, 

unhorsing him and killing him instantly, those following were 

met by a volley a line of troops formed in the vicinity of the 

Peers home. 

The New Yorkers retreated back along the stage road, gathering 

prisoners and shooting mules as they went, thus concluding the 

engagements on April 8. 

The Battle of Appomattox Station commenced shortly after 4 

pm and lasted until dusk with varying intensity, although more 

fighting continued in the direction of Appomattox Court House 

until probably 9 pm.  The success of Custer’s troopers on the 

evening of April 8, dispersing and capturing Walker’s artillery 

and securing the Richmond-Lynchburg Stage Road were vital—

the Federals now held the high ground west of Appomattox 

Court House, squarely across Lee’s line of march.   With Lee’s 

line of retreat blocked, his only options on April 9, 1865, was to 

attack or surrender.  Lee elected to attack.  He held a Council of 

War the night of April 8, and it was determined that an assault 

would be made to open the road, believing that only Federal 

cavalry blocked the way.  However, during the night parts of 

three Federal Corps had made a forced march and were close at 

hand to support the Federal cavalry in the morning. 

It was the action on April 8, 1865 (the Battle of Appomattox 

Station), that determined the surrender would take place on 

April 9th in the village of Appomattox Court House.  The 

advantage of position gained by the action on April 8, gave the 

Federals control of the strategic ground necessary to force Lee’s 

surrender. 

That night a Federal cavalry brigade under Brevet Brigadier 

General Charles Smith from General George Crook’s division 

occupied the ridge ¾ of a mile west of Appomattox Court 

House—building breast works of dirt and fence rails along the 

Oakville Road.  The brigade consisted of the 1st Maine, 2nd 

New York Mounted Rifles, and the 6th and 13th Ohio.  Smith 

moved Lieutenant James H. Lord’s two 3-inch Ordnance Rifles 

(cannon) forward, supported by skirmishers of the 1st Maine.  

Though foggy, Lord’s men began sending rounds into the 

Confederate camps with some effect—one shell striking John 

Ashby of the 12th Virginia Cavalry (now buried in the 

Confederate Cemetery). 

 
Major General John B. Gordon (National Archives) 

Gordon formed his lines at the western edge of the village with 

the divisions of General Clement Evans on the left, General 

James Walker in the center, General Bryan Grimes on the right 

and General William Wallace’s division was in a second line.  

At the end of Tibbs lane was General Fitz Lee with the cavalry 

divisions of Generals Rooney Lee, Tom Rosser and Tom 

Munford.  The infantry and cavalry were supported by General 

Armistead Long’s artillery.  

At 7:50 am, the Confederates, in a left wheel motion, move 

forward—with the “usual rebel yell.”  A veteran of the 1st North 

Carolina Sharp Shooters said he never saw one so 

“Magnificently executed as this.”  Perhaps realizing the 

opportunity to secure the lightly supported guns of Lord’s 

battery and in the forefront of the wheel Roberts’ Brigade of the 

4th and 7th North Carolina Cavalry drew sabers, charged and 

captured the cannon and some of Lord’s men.  Despite the 

capture of his guns, Lord was cited for gallant and meritorious 

service and promoted to Major for his bold stand which delayed 

the Confederate advance. 

Smith’s line was soon outflanked.  Rooney Lee’s men stayed 

with the infantry wheel while Rosser and Munford pressed 

forward (west) hoping to get on the Federal flank and gain the 

Stage Road in their rear.  Meanwhile, General George Crook 

directed General Ranald McKenzie’s small division of cavalry 

from the Army of the James, and a brigade under Colonel 

Samuel B. Young, to move up to support Smith on the left. 

They  were met in turn by Rooney Lee’s Cavalry and likewise 

driven back, along with Smith. The Confederate infantry 

wheeled and opened the stage road and faced south while 

William Cox’s North Carolina brigade advanced along the stage 

road to the west. 

http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/appomattoxstation.html
http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/appomattox-courthouse.html
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Now, the Army of the James arrived on the field, led by 

Brigadier General Robert Foster’s division.  Colonel Thomas 

Osborn’s Brigade advanced west along the stage road with the 

62nd, 67th Ohio, 39th Illinois, 199th and 85th Pennsylvania 

Infantry, followed by Colonel George Dandy’s brigade which 

included the 11th Maine Infantry which moved to support the 

left flank of the 62nd—but not before the Confederates forces 

tore into the 62nd’s flank (losing over 50 men killed, wounded, 

and captured).  The 11th Maine charged out of the woods and 

heading straight for the Confederate guns when it was attacked 

in the flank as well.  The 11th Maine's Colonel John Hill went 

down wounded and was temporarily captured.  In the charge the 

11th was swept by canister, losing a regimental favorite—Moses 

Sherman—known as “Little Moustache.”  The 11th Maine 

suffered over 60 casualties.  Men of the 199th Pennsylvania 

captured a Confederate 20-pounder.  As Confederate artillery 

fired from the ridge, a shell passed through the Coleman house 

mortally wounding a slave woman named Hannah Reynolds. 

The weight of the Federal numbers began to tell as Brigadier 

General John Turner’s Division from the 24th Corps arrived on 

Foster's right flank as well as Colonel William Woodward's 

brigade of United States Colored Troops (25th Corps), filling a 

gap between the two divisions.  A second brigade of United 

States Colored Troops under Colonel Ulysses Doubleday also 

arrived on the field.  Confederate General Gordon, at some point 

that morning sent back a message:  “Tell General Lee that my 

command has been fought to a frazzle and unless Longstreet can 

unite in the movement, or prevent these forces from coming 

upon my rear, I can not long go forward.” 

 
Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain (Library of Congress) 

On the right of the Army of the James, from the south, came 

Major General Charles Griffin’s 5th Corps, slanting north at an 

angle across the fields toward Appomattox Court House, 

advancing through the Trent and Sears properties and 

encountering Confederate skirmishers.  On the extreme right of 

the 5th Corps skirmish line is the 185th New York Infantry and 

198th Pennsylvania Infantry commanded Brigadier General 

Joshua Chamberlain.  Chamberlain’s men, under fire from 

batteries near the edge of the village (among them the 

Richmond Howitzers and the Salem Flying Artillery) advanced 

to the vicinity of the Mariah Wright house when a white flag 

approached.  A small foray west of the village was made by 25 

men of the 4th and 14th North Carolina Infantry as a delaying 

action, while the remainder of Gordon’s Corps retreated and 

reformed on the east side of the shallow Appomattox River. 

As the 5th Corps advanced, Custer and Brigadier General 

Thomas Devin’s divisions moved behind it—east on the 

LeGrand Road—putting additional pressure on the Confederate 

left flank as the Confederate infantry withdrew through the 

village.  After a white flag had appeared on Custer’s front, 

General Martin Gary’s cavalry brigade disavowed the truce and 

attacks Custer’s advance, but the attack was quickly beaten 

back, suffering losses.  

Some brief skirmishing occurred about two miles west of 

Appomattox Court House near the Widow Robertson’s where 

some of Munford’s Confederate cavalry regained the stage road 

and engaged Federal troopers under Brigadier General Henry 

Davies, now supported by McKenzie and Young.  After some 

brief clashes the Confederate cavalry which found itself outside 

the tightening noose, headed for Lynchburg. 

In the rear of Lee’s army lay the bulk of the Federal Army of the 

Potomac—more than 30,000 men of the 2nd and 6th Corps.  Lee 

was effectively surrounded, he was “check-mated.”  The horrific 

final battle that many feared did not come to pass as the 

advantage of position gained in the action on April 8, combined 

with further movements on April 9, gave Grant’s forces control 

of the strategic ground necessary to force Lee’s surrender.  

Casualties of these two battles have been estimated at 

approximately 500 total killed and wounded (possibly higher), 

and over 1,000 men captured in the two days’ of fighting.   

Patrick Schroeder was born at Fort Belvoir, VA, and raised in 

Utica, NY.  He attended Stuarts Draft High School, Augusta 

County, VA.  and graduated Cum Laude with a B.S. in 

Historical Park Administration from Shepherd College, 

Shepherdstown, WV.  He holds an M.A in History from Virginia 

Tech, Blacksburg, VA. Patrick began work as a Living History 

Interpreter at Appomattox Court House National Historical 

Park in 1986 and  worked at Red Hill, the Patrick Henry 

National Memorial, from 1994-1999.  He became the park 

“Historian” at Appomattox Court House National Historical 

Park in January 2002.  He has written or edited and published 

16 Civil War titles, including Thirty Myths About Lee’s 

Surrender, More Myths About Lee’s Surrender, The 

Confederate Cemetery at Appomattox, and Recollections and 

Reminiscences of Old Appomattox and Its People.  

Want the Latest? Follow us on Twitter and Facebook: 

http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/biographies/john-brown-gordon.html
http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/biographies/joshua-lawrence-chamberlain.html
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Lincoln at Cooper Union 


