150th Anniversary of the American Civil War
Treasurer: Jim Marshall
202 Bartram Ln., Ocean City, NJ 08226
609-398-6924
jim@jimocnj.com or James.Marshall@prufoxroach.com

REMINDER:
DUES FOR 2012 ARE DUE NOW!!!!
Send to Jim Marshall, address above
If you have not paid, this is the LAST newsletter
you will receive in the mail!!!
Civil War Timeline for April
1860
No Major Events

Cape May County
Civil War Round Table
Newsletter
March 2013

1861

2013 Meeting Schedule
No meetings in January or February 2013
21 March: DVD presentation on either Fredricksburg or one of
several other Civil War documentaries. Refreshments: Donated
by Mary Anne Donlin in honor of the memory of Clark Donlin.
18 April: Refreshments:
16 May:
20 June:
18 July:
15 August: Ed Bonekemper will be giving us a presentation on
The Myth of the Lost Cause: A Fantasy View of the Civil War.
Refreshments:
19 September:
17 October:
21 November:
?? December:

CMCCWRT Officers for 2012/2013
President: John Burke
40 Secluded Lane, Rio Grande, NJ 08210
609-408-8238 = NEW PHONE NUMBER
jwburke@comcast.net
Vice President: Lou Bishop Jr.
21 Schoolhouse Ln, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
609-463-9277 or 741-5438
southwilriseagain@aol.com
Secretary: Pat Munson-Siter
42 Franklin Ave., Villas, NJ 08251-2407
609-287-5097
ladysymitar@hotmail.com

6

Arkansas secedes

7

Tennessee negotiates alliance with Confederacy

20

North Carolina secedes

21

Confederate legislators vote to move capital to Richmond

23

Virginia secedes (after popular vote)

24

Union soldiers occupy Alexandria (VA)

6

Arkansas secedes

1862
4

Confederates evacuate Yorktown

5

Battle of Williamsburg (VA)

8

Battle of McDowell (VA)

15

Battle of Drewry's Bluff (VA)

23

Battle of Front Royal (VA)

25

Battle of Winchester (VA)

31

Battle of Seven Pines (Fair Oaks) (VA)

1863
1-4

Battle of Chancellorsville

10

Stonewall Jackson dies

16

Battle of Champion's Hill (MS)

1864
5-6

Battle of the Wilderness (VA)

6

Atlanta Campaign opens

7-19

Battle of Spotsylvania (VA)

11

Battle of Yellow Tavern (VA)

12-13

Second Battle of Drewry's Bluff (VA)

15

Battle of New Market (VA)

24

Battle of the North Anna River (VA)

25-27

Battle of New Hope (GA)
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1865
10

Confederate president Davis captured in Georgia

26

Smith surrenders Trans-Mississippi Confederate army

Free with park fee. nps.gov/mana
6 VA

Living history, "Battles of Sailor's Creek"
at the Sailor's Creek Battlefield Historical
State Park, 6541 Saylers Creek Road, near
Rice. Camps, demonstrations and ranger
programs. 804-561-7510.

6 VA

Walking tour and breakfast, "The
Petersburg Breakthrough, 1865," at
Pamplin Historical Park near Petersburg.
5:30-9:30 am. Reservations:
pamplinpark.org

6 MD

"Bell and History Days" in downtown
Frederick. Includes living history and
special exhibit at the National Museum of
Civil War Medicine in 10 am-5 pm. Free.
civilwarmed.org

April 2013
Civil War events updated 02-Mar-2013
1 VA

Lecture, "Valley Thunder: The Battle of
New Market and the Opening of the
Shenandoah Valley Campaign, May
1864," at the Hampton History Museum in
Hampton. 7 pm. $3. 757-727-1610.

2 VA

Living history, "A.P. Hill" at the site and
anniversary of his death near Petersburg.
Noon. Free. Directions, more info: 718525-3446.

3 VA

"Meet Addy Walker: Life in 1864,"
special program for girls ages 8-12, at
Walkerton Tavern, 2892 Mountain Road
in Glen Allen (near Richmond). 10 amnoon. Fee and registration: 804-261-6898.

4 VA

Lecture, "1st Minnesota Actions in Prince
William County," including the battles of
First Manassas and Bristoe Station," at the
Old Manassas Courthouse, 9248 Lee Ave,
Manassas. 7 pm. Free. 703-792-4754.

4 MD

Lecture and Dinner, "Paths to Glory," at
the Washington County Museum of Fine
Arts, 401 Museum Drive in City Park,
Hagerstown. 6-8 pm. $25 with dinner, $5
lecture only (7 pm). wcmfa.org

6 ALL Civil War Park Day, annual project and
cleanup campaign at Civil War sites
throughout the country co-sponsored by
the Civil War Trust. civilwar.org
6-7 PA

Living history, "Civil War Weekend"
United States Colored Troops at Fort
Mifflin, Fort Mifflin and Hog Island roads,
Philadelphia. Guided tours,
demonstrations and more. Free with fort
admission. 10 am-4 pm. fortmifflin.us

7 MD

Hike, "Hooker vs. Jackson," ranger-led
tour at the Antietam National Battlefield.
1:30 pm. Free with park admission.
nps.gov/anti

7 VA

Ranger program, "Petersburg to
Appomattox," the final week of the Civil
War in Virginia, at the Five Forks unit of
the Petersburg National Battlefield. 2 pm.
Free. nps.gov/pete

5-7 PA

Conference, "Civil War Surgeons," at the
Wyndam Hotel in Gettysburg. Details,
registration: civilwarsurgeons.org

5-7 VA

Reenactment, "The Fall of Richmond,"
living history at the Clover Hill Village
near Appomattox. 150appomattox.com

7-12 VA

Living history, special tours and open
houses, "Civil War and Emancipation
Day," includes 150th anniversary
programs on the Richmond Bread Riot.
9:30 am-5 pm. Details:
civilwar.emancipationday.net

Special anniversary ranger programs at the
Appomattox Court House National
Historical Park. Free with park fee.
nps.gov/apco

8 VA

Talk, "Monticello Slave Descendants in
the Civil War," with Augusta County
Historical Society Banquet (open to
public) at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel and
Conference Center in Staunton. 6-9 pm.
$50. augustacountyhs.org

9 VA

Lecture, "Second Day at Gettysburg," at

6 VA

6 VA

Battlefield Hike, "First Manassas," fourhour ranger-guided walk begins at the
Manassas National Battlefield Park. 1 pm.
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Historic Sully, 3650 Historic Sully Way,
in Chantilly. 7 pm. $5. Reservations: 703437-1794.
10 VA

Talk, "Charleston Harbor," at Baine's
Books and Coffee, 205 Main St,
Appomattox. 12:15 pm. Free. moc.org

11 MD

Lecture, "Gettysburg: Day Two," at the
Carroll Community College, 1601
Washington Road, Westminster. 6:30-9:30
pm. $35. 410-386-8100.

11 VA

12-13 VA

13 VA

13 MD

13 MD

13-14 VA

13-14 VA

14 MD

Lecture, "The Gray Ghost, John S.
Mosby," at the Old Manassas Courthouse,
9248 Lee Ave, Manassas. 7 pm. Free. 703792-4754.
Civil War show and sale at the
Fredericksburg Expo Center, 2371 Carol
D. Silver Drive, Fredericksburg. 2 -7 pm
Friday, 9 am-4 pm Saturday. $8.
nvrha.com/show.htm
Seminar, "‘To Retreatâ€¦Would be Certain
Death’: The Battle of Front Royal," talks
and tour based in Front Royal, sponsored
by the Center for Civil War History at the
Lord Fairfax Community College. 10 am4:30 pm. $20. Register: 540-868-7021.
Talk, "Mid-Nineteenth-Century Wars and
Military Medicine," at the National
Museum of Civil War Medicine in
Frederick. 2 pm. Free with museum
admission. civilwarmed.org
Bus tour, "John Wilkes Booth Escape
Route," popular 12-hour tour explores the
route of the assassin's escape. Leaves from
the Surratt House Museum in Clinton at
7:30 am. $85. Details, reservation info:
surratt.org
Reenactment, "Wise's Attacks on
Williamsburg," at Endview Plantation in
Newport News. 10 am-4 pm each day. $7.
endview.org
Living history, "Muster Days."
Confederate soldiers gather as they did in
1863 at Brentsville Courthouse Historic
Centre, 12229 Bristow Road, Bristow.
Free ($5 building tours). 703-365-7895.

at the Antietam National Battlefield. 1:30
pm. Free with park admission.
nps.gov/anti
14 MD

Lecture, "Forgotten Warriors: MD's Black
Regiments," at the Hampton National
Historic Site in Towson. 2 pm. Free.
nps.gov/hamp

14 VA

Boat tours, "Civil War on the James
River," two-hour tours leave from Deep
Bottom Park east of Richmond. Noon and
2:30 pm. $50. Reservations, details: 804938-2350.

19 VA

Talk, "The Richmond Bread Riot and the
Brown's Island Explosion," at the Museum
of the Confederacy in Richmond. Noon.
Free with admission. moc.org

19-21 VA

Civil War living history and tours at
Culpeper Remembrance Days," at various
sites in Culpeper. facebook.com/
culpeperremembrancedays

19-21 VA

Reenactment, "Skirmish at Jeffersonville,"
at the Crab Orchard Museum and Pioneer
Park in Tazewell. Night artillery fire
Friday evening. Living history, music and
battles during the weekend.
craborchardmuseum.com

20 DC

Seminar, "The Civil War in the West:
Struggle for the Heartland," at the Ripley
Center, 1100 Jefferson Drive SW. A
Smithsonian event. 9:30 am-4:15 pm.
$130. www.smithsonianassociates.org
(click on "Civil War").

20 MD

Bus tour, "John Wilkes Booth Escape
Route," popular 12-hour tour explores the
route of the assassin's escape. Leaves from
the Surratt House Museum in Clinton at
7:30 am. $85. Details, reservation info:
surratt.org

20 VA

Conference, "The Gettysburg Campaign,"
at Bridgewater College in Bridgewater.
Series of lectures begins 9 am. Free. 540828-8000.

20 VA

Play, "Spy! The Story of Civil War Spy
Elizabeth Van Lew," at St. Stephens
Church, 115 N East St, Culpeper. 5 pm.
$5. 540-547-4333.

Hike, "Burnside Bridge," ranger-led tour
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20 VA

Walking tour, "Civil War Trail & Gilmore
Farm," tour a Civil War winter camp and
watch reenactors build huts at Montpelier,
home of James Madison near Orange. 2
pm. $5 plus Montpelier admission.
montpelier.org

20 VA

Battlefield Hike, "Second Manassas," 4.5hour ranger-guided walk begins at the
Manassas National Battlefield Park. 1 pm.
Free with park fee. nps.gov/mana

20 VA

Van tour, "Howlett Line," Confederate
defenses during the Bermuda Hundred
Campaign, begins at Henricus Park, 251
Henricus Park Road, Chester (south of
Richmond). 10 am-2 pm. $15.
Registration: 804-751-4946 or
chesterfieldhistory.com

20 VA

Lecture, "Stoneman's Raid, May 1863:
The Other Major Event of the Civil War in
Louisa County," 212 Fredericksburg Ave,
Louisa. 10 am. Free (donation welcome).
540-967-2200.

20 VA

Bus tour, "Gettysburg: On the Hallowed
Ground," leaves from the Franconia
Museum, 6121 Franconia Road,
Franconia, at 8 am. $100 includes lunch.
Details: 703-971-4984.

20 VA

Walking tour of Fort Huger, Confederate
fort on the James River at 15080 Talcott
Terrace near Smithfield. 10 am. Free. 757357-0115.

20 VA

Van tour, "Siege of Suffolk," leaves from
Lee Hall in Newport News. 8 am-4 pm.
$50. More info: leehall.org. Reservations:
757-888-3371.

20 VA

20-21 VA

Conference, "The American Civil War at
Home." in Williamsburg. The annual
Virginia 150th anniversary Signature
Conference. Panels: Emancipation and Its
Limits and Internal Dissent in the
Confederacy and Union. Free. Registration
required. virginiacivilwar.org/
2013conference.php
Living history, camps and demonstrations
including a daily "Stacking of Arms"
ceremony at the Appomattox Court House
National Historical Park. Free with park
fee. nps.gov/apco

20-21 PA

Reenactment, "Mine Run Campaign,
1863," at Neshaminy State Park in
Bensalem. Camps and living history
demonstrations with battles each day.
neshaminycwevent.org

21 MD

All-day hike, "Antietam and Gettysburg,"
ranger-led highlights leaders in both
battles at the Antietam National
Battlefield. 9:30 am. Free with park
admission. nps.gov/anti

21 PA

Preservation walk, "Walking in the
Footsteps of the 1913 Reunion Veterans,"
sponsored by the Gettysburg NMP and the
Gettysburg Foundation. 45-minute walks
leave from the park visitor center at 9:45,
10:30 and 11:15 am. Donations to
preservation activities appreciated. 717339-2148.

21 VA

Living history, artillery demonstrations at
the Petersburg National Battlefield. 1-4:30
pm. Free with park admission.
nps.gov/pete

22 VA

Lecture, "Siege of Suffolk," at the Isle of
Wight County Museum, 103 Main St,
Smithfield. 7 pm. Free. 757-356-1223.

23 DC

Seminar and reception, "Lawman Allan
Pinkerton and the Secret Plot Against
Lincoln," at the Ripley Center, 1100
Jefferson Drive SW. A Smithsonian event.
6:45-8:45 pm. $42.
smithsonianassociates.org (click on "Civil
War").

25-28 MD

"Oakland Civil War Days,"
commemorating the Jones-Imboden Raid,
in Oakland. Theater presentation Thursday
night, dinner/speaker Friday night. Living
history, talks and more Saturday.
Reenactment of the raid 12:30 pm Sunday.
Complete schedule:
agreatsmalltown.com/civil-war-days.html

25-28 VA

Bus tour, "Fredericksburg,
Chancellorsville, and Stoneman's 1863
Raid," leaves from Pamplin Historical
Park near Petersburg. Registration:
pamplinpark.org

27 NY
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U.S. Grant's birthday commemoration at
the General Grant National Memorial in
New York. Keynote speech 11 am. Free.
Page 4

nps.gov/gegr
27 DC

Bike tour, "Civil War Defenses of
Washington," follows off-road trails to
remains of the city's fortifications. Begins
at Fort Dupont Park, Fort Dupont Drive
SE in Washington. 10 am. Free. Sign up:
202-426-7723.

27 VA

Living history walking tours of Fort Ward
in Alexandria. 2 pm. Free. 703-671-7350.

27 VA

Living history, "Fairfax Civil War Day,"
camps and demonstrations, music, tours
and more at Historic Blenheim. 10 am-5
pm. $5/adult. 703-591-0560.

27 VA

27 VA

27 MD

27 MD

27- VA
May 5

28 VA

Living history, "Mosby: Scout Along the
Turnpike," tour various places along Route
50 from Aldie to Upperville including
Aldie Mill, Rector House and Mt. Zion
Church. Noon-5 pm. Free. Details,
directions: mosbyheritagearea.org or 540687-6681.
Living history, "Communication and
Technology in the Civil War," at the
Dabbs House Museum, 3812 Nine Mile
Road, near Richmond. 11 am-4 pm.. Free.
804-652-3409.
Battlefield Hikes, two-hour guided tours of
the Monocacy National Battlefield near
Frederick. 9 am and 11:30 am and 2 pm.
Free. nps.gov/mono
Bus tour, "John Wilkes Booth Escape
Route," popular 12-hour tour explores the
route of the assassin's escape. Leaves from
the Surratt House Museum in Clinton at
7:30 am. $85. Details, reservation info:
surratt.org
150th Commemoration: Battle of
Chancellorsville. Anniversary activities,
tours and living history commemorating
the 1863 battle near Fredericksburg.
Updates: nps.gov/frsp

Stamps of the C.S.A.: Lessons from Jefferson Davis

Postmaster Provisionals
Until the first C.S.A. stamp was issued in October 1861, some
local postmasters scrambled to design interim issuances for their
individual towns. But as many towns were too small to print
anything of their own, most postmasters simply reverted to the
pre-stamp practices of scribbling the rates on small pieces of
paper or hand-stamping “Paid” with the appropriate rate on the
envelope.
With the Civil War Sesquicentennial series, art director Phil
Jordan seeks to reflect the prevailing emotions of those who
lived through the four-year ordeal. (Read about the artistic
process of The Civil War: 1861 issuance, and view The Civil
War: 1862 release.) But what do the stamps issued during the
era reveal about a nation divided? Here, we take a look at the
stamps of the Confederacy.
On June 1, 1861, mail flow between the Union North and
seceded South ceased. From that day forward in the war of
“brother against brother,” as it’s often called, brothers could no
longer communicate across the Mason-Dixon line.
Three months prior, the newly formed Confederate States of
America (C.S.A.) had acted on foresight to create its own postal
department; but it wasn’t until Union forces bombarded Fort
Sumter that any hopes for peaceful reconciliation were dashed,
and the need for separate systems became fully apparent.
Immediately, the U.S. Post Office Department ordered that all
pre-war stamps be demonetized, for fear that the Confederate
postmasters would take them, sell them, and put the profits in
their coffers.
And so the C.S.A. Post Office, with John Henninger Reagan as
postmaster general, found itself needing to provide citizens with
new stamps. Of the 13 issuances that resulted, the first — issued
in October 1861 — perhaps reveals most about the Civil War
South and the mood across the new Confederate nation.
The first Confederate issue off the presses was a 5-cent stamp
featuring a portrait of C.S.A. President Jefferson Davis.

Living history, "Eyewitness to War:
Fourth Sundays at Mt. Zion," at Mt. Zion
Church and cemetery in Aldie. Includes
guided tours of church and grounds. 1-5
pm. Free, donations welcome. 703-3279777 or nvrpa.org/park/mt_zion
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5-cent Jefferson Davis stamp (1861)

In effect, Davis became the first living person to appear on a
postage stamp — reflecting a break from how things were done
in the U.S. postal system. (For comparison’s sake, even
Abraham Lincoln wasn’t portrayed on a stamp until after his
death, in 1866.)
Not only did the Confederates have a new country and a blank
rule book to play by; they also had a new leader they needed to
establish. At the time, putting his portrait on a postage stamp
was the most effective, expedient way to do so.
The rate on the stamp reveals the economic desperation of the
Confederacy. For the 1- and 3-cent rates in circulation across the
North, the South issued 2- and 5-cent rates — and the 5-cent
rate quickly escalated to 10 cents. Mail crossing the Mississippi
River cost a steep 40 cents.
The poor production quality of the stamp — lithographed and
imperforate — demonstrates the difficulties the South faced in
finding proper contractors for printing. Though PMG Reagan
desired steel-plate printed stamps (similar to those issued in the
North), the South was a largely agricultural region and lacked a
large pool of skilled printers to pull from.
And so, for the first two years, only the inferior methods of
lithography and typography were used. Similarly, all C.S.A.
stamps issued during the Confederacy’s existence were
imperforate, as perforations weren’t as easy to execute as they
were in the machinery-laden North.
But though the Jefferson Davis stamp — and the others that
followed it — tell of the South’s backsliding during the war,
they also hint at the spirit of the Confederacy. Hard-pressed by
wartime conditions, the Confederates persisted and made the
best of what was available.
By war’s end, their printers were engraving on par with the
Yankees, and the C.S.A. Post Office Department had actually
made a profit. After the systems were united in 1865, the postwar U.S. Post Office Department even extended a position to
PMG Reagan — a sign that family peace was being restored
throughout the nation.

Ten Facts about Civil War Navies
JANUARY 9, 1861-NOVEMBER 6, 1865
On the seas and on the rivers, the duelling navies of the Civil
War irrevocably shaped the fates of the armies on land. Please
use these ten facts to expand your understanding of this oftoverlooked theater of action.

Fact # 1: The Union “Anaconda Plan” relied heavy on sea
supremacy.
Winfield Scott, brevet lieutenant-general in command of the
entire Federal army, presented Abraham Lincoln with a grand
strategy for the war shortly before the Battle of Bull Run. The
“Anaconda Plan” called for a stiff blockade of Southern seaports
in conjunction with an amphibious advance along the line of the
Mississippi River. These operations would strangle the
Confederate economy, based so heavily on the international
cotton trade, and split the rebellious nation apart. Although the
slow and relentless squeeze of the plan was disparaged by critics
who thought the conflict would be over in a matter of months,
Lincoln stuck by Scott’s blueprint throughout the war.
Fact # 2: The Union navy grew by 600% to meet the
demands of the war.
At the outset of the Civil War, the Federal navy was composed
of around ninety ships, only around forty of which were close to
combat-capable. The central demand of Scott’s Anaconda
Plan—a blockade roughly 3000 miles in length—was far
beyond what the navy was able to provide. Old ships were filled
with stones and sunk in blocking positions around Southern
harbors to buy time for the engineers rushing to lay down a new
fleet of warships. Hundreds of civilian ships were pressed into
service as well. Passenger ferries, their sturdy decks built to
hold horse carriages, adapted especially well to their new role as
river gunboats. The Union navy grew to comprise more than six
hundred ships by 1865, the largest in the world at the time,
giving the North a consistent advantage in the war on the water.
Fact # 3: Naval dominance on the rivers allowed the
Federals to gain an edge in the war on land.
River combat played a pivotal role in the conflict—armies could
use rivers for supply routes, for fast infantry transport, and for
the bombardment of enemy positions. The western theater was
particularly defined by the struggle for control of the Mississippi
River, which factored as highly into the final outcome as any
other aspect of the war. Ulysses S. Grant claimed that he could
not have taken the fort at Vicksburg, Mississippi without the
navy. Successful river operations demanded high-tech ironclad
and steam powered fleets and led to the development of naval
strategies that are still used by the American military. In terms
of the number of sailors involved and the miles of river
contested, the scale of the Civil War on “brown water” exceeds
all other American wars, with Vietnam second.
Fact # 4: The Civil War featured the first battle between
ironclad ships.
The refinement of steam powered ships changed the face of
naval warfare in the late 19th century. In addition to giving
ships far more freedom to maneuver against winds and currents,
the extra power allowed them to carry heavier guns and heavier
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armor. The new technology made its historical debut when the
world witnessed the first engagement between ironclad warships
at Hampton Roads on March 9, 1862. The USS Monitor and
CSS Virginia battled for hours before reaching a stalemate—
neither carried the kind of armor-piercing shells necessary to
pierce an iron hull. Nevertheless, the Battle of Hampton Roads
demonstrated the viability of ironclad technology and provided
a glimpse of the future of naval warfare.
Fact # 5: The first successful submarine attack took place
during the Civil War.
The H.L. Hunley, named for its inventor, Horace Hunley, put to
sea in the summer of 1863. It was an eight-man submarine
armed with a bomb mounted on the end of a 22-foot pole,
known as a “spar torpedo.” Seized by the Confederacy shortly
after its construction, her life was short but celebrated. She sank
twice during early tests, claiming the lives of thirteen crewmen
including Hunley himself. Salvaged by persistent officers, the
Hunley stole out of Charleston Harbor on February 17, 1864 and
crept towards the blockader USS Housatonic. In this, her only
combat mission, she successfully sank the Housatonic before
sinking herself for reasons still unknown. Despite this perilous
beginning, engineers around the world were awakened to the
potential of submarine technology. Fifty years later, 375
German “U-Boats” were wreaking havoc on the high seas.

The "Alabama" at sea. (Naval Historical Center)
Fact # 6: Southern raiders terrorized Northern traders,
reducing the strength of the Northern merchant fleet by
half.
Outmanned and outgunned, the Confederates engaged in
asymmetrical warfare on the high seas – intercepting Union
trading ships to burn or sieze their cargo. The most famous of
these commerce raiders, CSS Alabama, never docked in a
Confederate port and seized over seventy vessels in the Atlantic
and Pacific before she was finally defeated off the coast of
Cherbourg, France on June 19, 1864. The CSS Florida built a
squadron of captured and converted ships that altogether took
sixty prizes. Confederate sailors circumnavigated the globe and
some landed in ports as far-flung as Singapore, Australia, South
Africa, and Brazil. Although the Northern merchant fleet began
the war with roughly 5,000 ships, many were sunk and many
more were sold to foreigners by frightened owners, reducing the
total to less than 2,500 by the end of the war. This feat was
accomplished by less than twenty Confederate ships. The
sensational nature of their exploits won international headlines
and more directly affected the lives of foreign populations than
the war’s land battles.

Fact # 7: The Union blockade failed to stop the majority of
ships that tested it, but successfully deterred the majority of
the South’s pre-war international trade.
Much post-war debate has been focused on the effectiveness of
the Anaconda Plan and the Union blockade. One Southern
account scorns it as a “practical joke” while another claims it
was a stranglehold. Considering foreign trade, it is true that
most ships that tried to get through the blockade were
successful—roughly 1,000 of 1,300 foreign vessels passed
unharmed—but this fact is only part of the blockade’s larger
impact. Although a total of 8,500 commercial vessels, including
domestic Southern ships, slipped into Southern ports during the
war, the volume of trade was a far cry from the 20,000 ships that
docked in the years from 1856-60. The trade of cotton, the
South’s largest cash crop, plummeted by 95% during the war.
Although the bravery of the blockade runners provided the
Confederacy with much-needed war materials and made
gambling European merchants rich, the blockade still
successfully suppressed a huge portion of the Southern
economy.
Fact # 8: Diplomatic naval crises brought the North and
Great Britain to the brink of war--twice.
The specter of foreign intervention on the side of the
Confederacy weighed heavily on Abraham Lincoln’s mind.
Events proved his concerns to be well-placed. The first crisis
came in November, 1861 when a Union frigate intercepted a
British mail ship, the RMS Trent, and seized two Confederate
envoys that were on their way to England to lobby for
intervention. In what became known as the Trent Affair, British
politicians protested the affront and began a military build-up in
Canada; American citizens called for war and even Lincoln
indulged in some saber-rattling during his 1861 State of the
Union Address. Tensions eventually eased, however, when
Lincoln ordered the release of the hostages without an apology.
The second crisis came when Union spies uncovered the “Laird
Ram” plot in late 1862. The spies insisted, correctly, that two
ships being built in British docks for the King of Egypt-seagoing ironclads with rapid-firing revolving turrets, altogether
the most powerful ships the world had yet seen—were in reality
destined for the Confederacy. Lincoln, already greatly annoyed
Britain’s unsubtle production of other warships for the South,
would not stand for this potentially balance-shifting transaction.
He threatened war, forcing the British to back down and buy the
ships for themselves. The awkwardness of the issue, combined
with the Civil War’s shifting tides, prompted the British to
significantly decelerate their support for the Confederacy as the
war continued. Nevertheless, an international arbitration court,
the first in world history, ultimately awarded the United States
15.5 million dollars in reparations for the British contributions
to the Confederate navy. Great Britain paid, but did not admit
Fact # 9: New Orleans, the largest city in the South, was
captured primarily through naval action.
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The period of economic and commercial expansion following
the Louisiana Purchase earned New Orleans the moniker of “the
Jewel in the Mouth of the Mississippi.” With a population that
exceeded the size of the other four largest Confederate cities
combined, five hundred million dollars passed through the city’s
port in 1860. Its supreme importance to Southern commerce
made it an early target of Flag Officer David G. Farragut,
commanding the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. From the fall
of 1861 until the spring of 1862 the contending navies dueled in
the Gulf of Mexico, with Farragut gaining the upper hand after
an early setback at the Battle of the Head of the Passes. In April
of 1862, he led an attack up the Mississippi River, aiming to get
his ships past Forts Jackson and St. Philip and in a position to
bombard the city with impunity. After twelve days of combat,
Fort Jackson was in shambles and the Union fleet had its
cannons trained on New Orleans. With no organized infantry
defense, New Orleans fell to an expeditionary force of 5,000
men on May 1, 1862. Its capture catapulted Farragut to fame—
including a promotion to become the nation’s first admiral--and
dealt a severe blow to the Confederacy.

Fact # 10: The sailors on the CSS Shenandoah were the last
Confederates to lower their flag.
The CSS Shenandoah, built in Britain and obtained by the
Confederacy in October of 1864, operated as a commerce raider
in the Atlantic, Indian, and Arctic Oceans for twelve-and-a-half
months. Under the command of James Waddell, she captured
seventeen prizes—mostly whaling ships—and was en route to
attack San Francisco when Waddell learned of the end of the
Civil War on land from the crew of the HMS Barracouta. The
two ships encountered each other on August 2, 1865, more than
two months after the last Confederate army had surrendered.
Concerned that he and his crew would be hanged as pirates in
the United States, Waddell set a course for Liverpool, England
and surrendered to the British government on November 6,
1865, the last Confederates to lower their flag by a five-month
margin. Waddell and his crew scattered, some making
permanent new homes in foreign nations, some returning to the
United States once the threat of execution subsided. The CSS
Shenandoah was the only Confederate ship to circumnavigate
the globe during the war.
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