150th Anniversary of the
American Civil War

18 Oct: Eric Buckland will be speaking to us on his research
and books on the “Mosby Men.” Refreshments:
15 Nov:
?? Dec:

REMINDER: DUES FOR 2012
DUE NOW
Send Payment to Jim Marshall,
Treasurer
CMCCWRT Officers for 2012
President: John Burke
40 Secluded Lane, Rio Grande, NJ 08210
609-408-8238 = NEW PHONE NUMBER
jwburke@comcast.net

Cape May County Civil War Round Table
Newsletter
March 2012
2012 Meeting Schedule
Instructions on how to get to the new meeting location:
1) Heading South on the Garden State Parkway turn left at
Exit 11. If heading North turn right at Exit 11. From
Route 9 turn east from Route 9 at the intersection by
the Cape May County Park & Zoo and go straight
across the Parkway.
2) Turn left onto the Crest Haven Complex Road .
3) Make a right at the SECOND driveway on the right
side of the road.
4) Park near the flagpole or in the parking lot on the
right, and enter the building to the right (south) of
the Administration Building, (which is directly
behind the flagpole.) There will be signs posted.
5) Enter the building, walk to the far end of the hall and
enter the Intermediate Meeting Room .
15 March: Presentation by MAC: Music of the Civil War Era.
Refreshments: Mary Ann Donlin has donated money for
refreshments in March, in honor of Clark Donlin, one of the
founders of our group and researcher into the life of Col. Henry
Sawyer, Cape May Civil War Hero.
19 April: Dick Simpson will be presenting on the Battle of Pea
Ridge. Refreshments:
17 May: Presentation by MAC: The Civil War.
Refreshments:
21 June: Eric Kaufman presents Secrets and Spies
19 July: Presentation by MAC: The Civil War.
16 Aug:
20 Sept:
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Vice President: Lou Bishop Jr.
21 Schoolhouse Ln, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
609-463-9277 or 741-5438
southwilriseagain@aol.com
Secretary: Pat Munson-Siter
42 Franklin Ave., Villas, NJ 08251-2407
609-287-5097
ladysymitar@hotmail.com
Treasurer: Jim Marshall
202 Bartram Ln., Ocean City, NJ 08226
609-398-6924
jim@jimocnj.com or James.Marshall@prufoxroach.com

Executive Board Meeting
16 February 2012
The executive board of the CMCCWRT met at this
date to discuss plans for 2012. Officers present were John
Burke, president; Andy Lolli, past president, Jim Marshall,
Treasurer, and Pat Munson-Siter, Secretary. Vice President
Bishop was unable to attend due to other commitments.
Secretary passed out copies of the February newsletter
and the draft membership list to those attending. Andy said he
had some of the phone numbers that were missing off the list
and said he’d send them via email before the newsletter was
mailed out to members. Those members receiving email copies
of the newsletter will get mailed the membership list via snail
mail. All members are reminded that the lists need to be
corrected, additions indicated, and mailed back to the Secretary
so she can produce a finished membership listing to be handed
out to the members.
Discussion then moved to the main topic for the
meeting: people to consider as presenters for lectures to be
given during meetings in 2012. Presentations are already lined
up for March, April and May; so there are six more meetings we
need to schedule lecturers. Individuals discussed included
CMCCWRT member David Check, who is developing a
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briefing on John Wilkes Booth; John Michael Priest, who
recently finished a book on the Civil War; Andy Waski, best
known for his portrayal of Gen. Meade, and Herb Kaufman
among others. If anyone has any suggestions for presenters, they
need to contact either John Burke or Jim Marshall.
Reminder that dues are due; if you have not paid dues
this is the last one you will get this year until you have paid. If
you are getting your newsletters through the website, please
remember that your dues go to paying the fees charged by many
of our presenters. We may no longer need to pay rent and
insurance for our meeting place, but we are hoping to be able to
use the monies freed up thusly to be able to pay for presenters
we could not afford in previous years.
Also as a reminder – if you have an email address and
have no problems obtaining the newsletter from the web, but are
still getting a snail mail hard copy, please consider contacting
Jim Marshall and tell him you no longer want a hard copy of the
newsletter. Or if you would not mind picking up your hard copy
at meetings during the months we are holding meetings. It
would be nice to be able to produce a larger newsletter without
the page limitation due to postal costs. I would love to run some
longer articles without needing to cut them up into pieces in
order to fit them into the newsletter.
There was also some discussion of some of the reenactments and special events going on during the 150th
anniversary of the Civil War during this year. New Jersey is
finally getting somewhat involved with its own list of events,
but unfortunately still has not gotten involved in the Civil War
Traveler website that announces many Civil War related events.
If anyone in the group knows of such events coming up, please
send the information to Pat Munson-Siter so they can be put into
the newsletter.
Respectfully submitted,

March 2, 1862 – Confederates evacuate batteries at Columbus (KY)
Then: It was a short-lived Confederate occupation of the high ground above the
Mississippi. Southern forces had occupied the site here a few months before.
2012: A state park commemorates and interprets the site. A Civil War
weekend is held annually in October.
parks.ky.gov/parks/recreationparks/columbus-belmont
March 6–8, 1862 – Battle of Pea Ridge (AR)
Then: The Union cemented its control of Missouri with a victory here in
Northwest Arkansas. The battle featured a variety of soldiers, including Indians.
2012: The NPS park plans a variety of tours, ranger programs and living
history March 9–11 commemorating the battle.
NPS website: www.nps.gov/peri.
March 9, 1862 – Battle of the Ironclads (Hampton Roads, VA)
Then: Strange looking ironclad ships slugged it out in Hampton Roads, making
the contest between the USS Monitor and the CSS Virginia (Merrimack) the
first battle between such vessels. While the battle itself is regarded as a draw, the
Monitor saved much of the Union fleet and was left with control of waterways.
2012: The remains of the USS Monitor, which sank off North Carolina
during the war, are undergoing restoration at the Monitor Center in the
Mariners' Museum in Newport News. The Mariners' Museum hosts a
conference and living history program March 9–11.
Website: www.marinersmuseum.org
March 14, 1862 – Battle of New Bern (NC)
Then: Union forces began their push into mainland North Carolina with a
successful army-navy assault against the lightly defended town. New Bern
remained under Union control the rest of the war and was the base for
expeditions deeper into the state.
2012: The New Bern Battlefield Park preserves some of the
Confederate defenses east of the city and Civil War Trails signs
interpret the action in town. Plans include a symposium March 9–10
plus living history and tours of the New Bern Battlefield Park March 11
and 14.
Website:newbernhistorical.org/battlefield-park.

Pat Munson-Siter
Secretary

March 14, 1862 – Union occupies New Madrid (MO)
Then: Union troops under Gen. John Pope occupied New Madrid and an
"immense amount of war material" following a short campaign. Confederates
had withdrawn to Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River.
2012: The event is commemorated with a living history weekend at the
Hunter Dawson State Historic Site in New Madrid March 10-11.
Website: mostateparks.com/park/hunter-dawson-state-historic-site.

March 1862 & 2012 = Events Then & Now
Then: Confederate Gen. Stonewall Jackson used lightening marches and
intimate knowledge of Virginia's Shenandoah Valley to frustrate and ultimately
defeat several Union armies sent against him. Most historians begin the Valley
Campaign with the March 23 battle Kernstown, south of Winchester, which
actually was a Confederate defeat. The campaign ended June 8–9 with Jackson's
twin victories at Cross Keys and Port Republic.
2012: The Valley Campaign is the theme of a March 3 conference in
Winchester VA. Battle anniversary programs are scheduled along the
way. See www.shenandoahatwar.org and the listings below and in this
section for anniversary commemorations.
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March 23, 1862 – First Battle of Kernstown (VA)
Then: This is considered the opening act of Stonewall Jackson's Shenandoah
Valley Campaign. Jackson's ill-advised assault here resulted in Confederate
defeat, the only one of the Campaign.
2012: Two parts of the battlefield are preserved in the Winchester area:
Rose Hill and the Pritchard-Grim Farm. Walking tours at both sites are
planned on the anniversary date. Ranger-guided "On This Day" walking
tours scheduled at the Pritchard-Grim Farm site at 1 pm and another at
Rose Hill at 4 pm on March 23. Living history programs, a bus tour and
a cemetery walk are set March 24.
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Rose Hill www.shenandoahmuseum.org/history/rose_hill.html.



Pritchard-Grim farm site: www.kernstownbattle.org.



www.shenandoahatwar.org.



March 26–28, 1862 – Battle at Glorieta Pass (modern New Mexico)

NPS site at Yorktown offers some Civil War interpretation:
www.nps.gov/colo.
Endview hosts a reenactment of Peninsula campaign battles with talks
and living history April 21–22.
Website: www.endview.org.
The Colonial National Historical Park (Yorktown Unit) opens a special
Civil War exhibit in the Yorktown National Cemetery Lodge April 14
during a artillery living history weekend (April 14–15) highlighting the
Peninsula Campaign. More on the campaign during the park's annual
Memorial Day Civil War event (May 26–28).

Then: Called a Southern victory on the battlefield, the fighting here eventually
doomed Confederate Gen. Henry Sibley's western expedition. The Confederates
lost most of their supplies, forcing a withdrawal. eventually, from the
Southwest.

April 6-7, 1862 – Battle of Shiloh (TN)
2012: The battlefield is interpreted in part of the Pecos National
Historical Park, which hosts a living history weekend close to the
anniversary dates.
Website:www.nps.gov/peco.
Reenactments planned:



Picacho Peak State Park, March 10 and 11
Website:azstateparks.com/parks/pipe/events.html



El Rancho de las Golondrinas Living History Museum near Santa Fe,
May 5–6.
Website:www.golondrinas.org.

April 1862 & 2012 = Events Then & Now
Then: Finally opening his much-delayed campaign against Richmond, Union
Gen. George McClellan began assembling troops in and around Fort Monroe in
Hampton (VA) in mid-March. His plan was to advance his Army of the Potomac
west on the Virginia "Peninsula" between the York and James Rivers.
McClellan moved slowly and carefully, fighting along the Warwick River and at
Williamsburg. By mid-May the massive Union army was in the Richmond
suburbs. The Union army barely held off a Confederate attack at Seven Pines
May 31–June 1 and badly wounded the Confederate commander Gen. Joseph
Johnston in the process. Less than a month later, Johnston's replacement, Robert
E. Lee, led the cornered Confederates against McClellan's army, putting the
Union back on its heels during the Seven Days' Battles.
2012: The Civil War Trails program has outlined a driving tour of the
Peninsula Campaign. Download a map from
www.civilwartraveler.com/maps and find site descriptions here in the
Virginia Peninsula section.
Fort Monroe, where the Federal campaign began, is a new national park
with guided ranger tours.
Website: www.nps.gov/fomr.

Then: Confederates under Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston very nearly pushed U.S.
Grant's Union army into the Tennessee River the first day of this battle. Grant
rallied his troops the next day and held the ground. Johnston was killed during
the battle as were more than 3,000 young men. This was by far the bloodiest
battle of the war to date.
2012: The battlefield is preserved in the Shiloh National Military Park,
Website: www.nps.gov/shil.



The park hosts ranger-led hikes April 6–8 that follow the movements of
troops during the battle. An illumination is planned the evening of April
7. Living history camps and demonstrations also scheduled in the park.
See park website for details.



"Invasion by Rail and River" conference April 4–5 at Pickwick Landing
State Park. Website: www.tnvacation.com/civil-war/events.



The Battle of Shiloh reenactment is planned March 30-April 1 at a site
near — but not in — the national park. shiloh150.org.



Another reenactment (different sponsor) has been scheduled March 30–
April 1 at another site near the batlefield. Details: shiloh150th.com.



April 7–8, 1862 – Fall of Island No. 10 (TN)

Then: After much delay and maneuvering, Union forces finally forced the
surrender of this island in the Mississippi, opening up middle part of the river to
Federal gunboat navigation.
2012: The island itself no longer exists. Historical marker located in
New Madrid (MO). See
Details and location: www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=12342.
Artifacts are in the New Madrid Museum: newmadridmuseum.com.
April 12, 1862 – The Great Locomotive Chase, Kennesaw (GA)

The Peninsula Campaign Museum is located in Lee Hall in Newport
News. Website: www.leehall.org.
See listings below for anniversary commemorations.

Then: A group of Union raiders captured a locomotive April 12, 1862, at Big
Shanty (Kennesaw) and headed north, beginning one of the most colorful
episodes of the war. The raiders were eventually run down near Ringgold ending
what became known as "The Great Locomotive Chase.

April 5, 1862 – Battle of Lee's Mill, Siege of Yorktown (VA) begins
Then: The slow-moving Union campaign headed west on the Virginia
"peninsula" toward Richmond halted in front of Confederate fortifications along
the Warwick River and Yorktown. After trying to punch through at Lee's Mill,
McClellan settled into a siege and brought his heavy guns to the outskirts of the
famous Colonial town. The Confederate defenders cleared out about a month
later and McClellan marched into Yorktown May 4.
2012: The Battle of Lee's Mill is a Newport News park with an
interpreted walking trail through preserved Confederate trenches.
Website: www.nngov.com/parks-and-recreation/historicsitessectpage.

2012: The stolen locomotive "The General" is housed in the Southern
Museum in Kennesaw. One of the chase vehicles "Texas" is displayed
in the Atlanta Cyclorama. On-site interpretation of the chase is found
along the route from Kennesaw to Ringgold.
Southern Museum: www.southernmuseum.org.
Atlanta Cyclorama: www.atlantacyclorama.org.
A public commemoration of the event is planned in Kennesaw April 12.
A related living history camp across the street from the Southern
Museum is scheduled April 14–15. More on both events:
Website: www.southernmuseum.org/visit/civil-war-anniversary
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April 15, 1862 – Battle of Picacho Pass (modern AZ)

city.
Website: www.confederatemuseum.com

Then: This little battle between Confederate pickets and Union cavalry marks
the westernmost battle of the war.
2012: The battle is interpreted in the Picacho Peak State Park.
Website: azstateparks.com/parks/pipe.
Reenactments planned:



Picacho Peak State Park, March 10 and 11
azstateparks.com/parks/pipe/events.html



El Rancho de las Golondrinas Living History Museum near
Santa Fe, May 5–6 www.golondrinas.org.



April 16, 1862 – Battle of Dam No. 1, Newport News (VA)

Then: A Union attempt to dislodge Confederate defenses on the west side of the
Warwick River was unsuccessful here.

Re-enactments and More
Lots of other events in other states, too! Check
www.civilwartraveler.com!!
1

VA

Living history, ranger talks and tours on the anniversary of the
Battle of Five Forks, part of the Petersburg National Battlefield.
10 am-4:30 pm. Free. More info, directions: www.nps.gov/pete

1

VA

Author talk, "Civil War in Northern Virginia 1861," at the
Manassas Museum. 2 pm. Free. www.manassasmuseum.org.

2

VA

Living history and ceremony at the site of Confederate Gen.
A.P. Hill's death south of Petersburg, just off Route 1 near
Pamplin Historical Park. Noon. Free. 718-525-3446.

7

MD

Lecture, "The Maryland Campaign of 1862," at the Surratt
House Museum in Clinton. 4 pm. Free. www.surratt.org.

7

VA

Living history, "The Civil War in Portsmouth," at the
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Museum in Portsmouth. 10 am-5
pm. Free. 757-686-2538. www.portsmouthnaval
shipyardmuseum.com

7

VA

Living history, talks and exhibits, "Confederate History &
Heritage Day," at the Historic 1917 Courthouse in Chesterfield
(south of Richmond). Noon-3 pm. Free.
www.chesterfieldhistory.com.

7

VA

Lecture, "Animals in the Civil War," at the Dabbs House
Museum, 3812 Nine Mile Road, Henrico (near Richmond). 1
pm. Free. 804-652-3406.

7

VA

Van tour, "In the Footsteps of Robert Sneden." Follow the
noted Civil War artist/diarist to Peninsula Campaign sites.
Begins at Lee Hall in Newport News. 9 am-4 pm. $545.
www.leehall.org or 757-888-3371.

7-8

VA

Anniversary living history, special tours and more at the Sailor's
Creek Battlefield State Park near Rice. Camps and
demonstrations. 10 am-4 pm Saturday, 1-3 pm Sunday. Free.
804-561-7510.

2012: Markers on the east side and well-preserved Confederate defenses
on the west bank are part of a Newport News Park.
Website: www.nngov.com/parks-and-recreation/historicsitessectpage.
Endview hosts a reenactment of Peninsula campaign battles with talks
and living history April 21–22.
Website: www.endview.org.
April 19, 1862 – Battle of South Mills (NC)
Then: In an effort to destroy locks on the Dismal Swamp Canal and prevent the
Confederates from sending war ships to the Albemarle south, Union Gen.
Ambrose Burnside ordered a small expedition to South Mills. Both sides
claimed victory in this little fight, but Confederate forces saved the locks and the
Federals eventually withdrew from the area.
2012: A Civil War Trails sign on the canal inteprets the battle. So does
the Museum of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City which is hosting a talk
and exhibts related to the battle April 15.
Website: www.museumofthealbemarle.com.
April 25, 1862 – Fort Macon (NC) surrenders
Then: Confederate defenders gave up this fort near Beaufort following a siege
and a short bombardment.
2012: The restored fort and visitor center is now a North Carolina State
Park and is open to visitors daily. Living history events are held
periodically and daily ranger tours are offered mid-April through midOctober. Living history reenactments of the fort's capture are held each
spring (near the actual anniversary date), summer and fall.
Website: www.clis.com/friends.
April 28, 1862 – Confederates surrender New Orleans (LA)
Then: Unopposed Union forces began occupying the city following naval
victories at Confederate forts at the mouth of the Mississippi. The capture of the
Confederacy's largest city was a severe blow to Southern hopes.
2012: Fort Jackson, one of the forts defeated and bypassed by the
Federal fleet April 18-27, has reopened after hurricane damage and will
host a 150th anniversary reenactment April 21-22.
Website: fortjackson150.com
The surrender and Federal occupation of New Orleans are interpreted at
Louisiana's Civil War Museum at Confederate Memorial Hall in the

4
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8-12

11

VA

VA

Anniversary activities at the Appomattox Court House National
Historical Park. Special tours and talks focus on Lee's
surrender, April 9, 1865. 8:30 am-5 pm. Free with park
admission. www.nps.gov/apco

Book talk, "1861: A Civil War Awakening," at the Sherwood
Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. 7:30 pm. Signing and
reception follow. Details: 703-591-0560.

12

VA

Living history, "Sewing Circle," life in the 1860s at the
Bushong House on the New Market Battlefield State Park. 10
am-4 pm. Free with park admission. 866-515-1864.

13-15

VA

"Civil War Trails Weekend" in Lynchburg. Special tour of
Lynchburg's 12 Civil War Trails sites with a living history
camp at the site of a POW camp at the newest marker at the EC
Glass High School. 10 am-4 pm each day. Historymobile visit.
Pick up maps and more info at the Lynchburg Visitor
Information Center, 216 12th St. www.discoverlynchburg.org

13-15

VA

"Culpeper Remembrance Days," includes Civil War living
history and tours throughout the town.
www.visitculpeperva.com

13-15

VA

Symposium, "Robert E. Lee: Antietam" at Stratford Hall, 483
Great House Road, Stratford. Fee charged.
www.stratfordhall.org.

14

VA

"Civil War and Emancipation Day" in Richmond. Free shuttle
buses take visitors to dozens of historic sites. Living history,
open houses, special exhibits and more. 9 am-5 pm. Most free.
Schedule: www.civilwar.emancipationday.net.

14

VA

Lecture, "History of the Monitor," at the Handley Regional
Library, 100 W. Piccadilly St, Winchester. 2 pm. Free.Â 540662-9041.

14

VA

Van tour, "1864 Bermuda Hundred Campaign," begins at
Henricus Historical Park, 251 Henricus Park Road, Chesterfield
(south of Richmond). 10 am-2 pm. $15. Register:
www.chesterfieldhistory.com.

14

VA

Living history, "Scout Along the Turnpike," first-person
interpretation at Aldie Mill, Mount Zion Church and the Rector
House along Route 50. Noon-5 pm.
www.mosbyheritagearea.org.

14

MD

Bus tour, "John Wilkes Booth Escape Route," classic 12-hour
tour sponsored by the Surratt Society in Clinton. $75. Details,
registration: www.surratt.org.

14-15

VA

Living history, "Artillery Through the Ages" program at the
Yorktown Battlefield includes a presentation of Yorktown's role
in the Peninsula Campaign. New Civil War exhibits open at the
National Cemetery Lodge. Free with park admission.

5

www.nps.gov/colo

14-15

VA

Living history, "10th Virginia," camp and demonstrations at the
Heritage Museum in Dayton. 10 am-5 pm.
www.heritagecenter.com

14-15

VA

Reenactment, "Battles of Dinwiddie Court House and Five
Forks, at the Clover Hill Village near Appomattox. Camps and
demonstrations 8:30 am-9 pm Saturday, 8:30 am-2 pm Sunday.
Battles at 3 pm Saturday, 11 am Sunday. $10/adult day pass.
www.150thappomattox.com.

14-15

VA

Living history, camps and demonstrations plus a "stacking of
arms" at Appomattox Court House National Historical Park.
8:30 am-5 pm. Free with park admission. www.nps.gov/apco.

14-15

PA

Living history at Pitzer Woods in the Gettysburg National
Military Park. Free. www.nps.gov/gett

14-15

PA

Seminar, "Gettysburg in History and Memory," in Gettysburg.
Lectures and field programs. Fee charged. Details: 717-3321124 extension 3251.

20

VA

Brown bag lunch, "Battle of Shiloh," at the Museum of the
Confederacy in Richmond. Noon. Free. www.moc.org.

20-22

VA

Living history and tours during the Civil War Weekend at
Montpelier, home of James Madison, near Orange. Camps,
demonstrations, skirmishes and tours of Confederate winter
campsite on the grounds. Free with admission.
www.montpelier.org or 540-672-2728.

20-22

VA

Reenactment, "Skirmish at Jeffersonville," at the Crab Orchard
Museum and Pioneer Park in Tazewell. Night artillery firing
Friday, battles, camps and demonstrations Saturday and
Sunday. www.craborchardmuseum.com.

20-22

MD

Seminar, "Gray Ghosts, Raiders and Bushwhackers: Partisan
Warfare 1861-1865," lectures and tour based in Hagerstown.
www.civilwarseminars.org.

21

PA

"An Evening with the Painting," a special look at the famous
Cyclorama at the Gettysburg National Military Park. 5 pm. $20.
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

21

MD

Bus tour, "John Wilkes Booth Escape Route," classic 12-hour
tour sponsored by the Surratt Society in Clinton. $75. Details,
registration: www.surratt.org.

21

VA

Living history, "Soldier's Camp Life of the United States
Colored Troops," at the Petersburg National Battlefield. 10 am3 pm. Free with park admission. www.nps.gov/pete
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21

VA

Talks, "Years of Anguish III: Slavery and Emancipation," at the
Fredericksburg Baptist Church, 1019 Princess Anne St,
Fredericksburg. 1-5 pm. Free. www.nps.gov/frsp

21

VA

Special program, "Natural Materials in the Civil War," at the
Sailor's Creek Battlefield State Park near Rice. Free. 804-5617510.

21

21

VA

VA

Walking tour, Fort Huger, 15080 Talcott Terrace in Isle of
Wight County on the James River near Smithfield. 10 am. Free.
757-357-0115.

21

VA

Seminar and tour, "We Shall Have Graveyards at Every Door,
The Lower Shenandoah Valley's Border Region During the
War," at the Lord Fairfax Community College in Middletown.
Lectures and carpool tour. 10 am-4 pm. $20. More info,
registration: 540-868-7021.

21-22

21-22

21-29

22

VA

PA

Living history tours, "Occupied! Union Soldiers at Ben
Lomond," hard war and graffiti, at Ben Lomond Historic Site,
10321 Sudley Manor Drive, Manassas. 6-9:30 pm (tours begin
every 30 minutes). $15. Reservations suggested: 703-367-7872.

Reenactment, recreation of camp life and battles
commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Peninsula
Campaign at Endview in Newport News. 10 am-4 pm. $7.
www.endview.org.

28

VA
MD

Bus tour, "Both Sides Tour of Lee's Maryland Campaign – 150
Years Ago," includes trips to Harpers Ferry and Antietam.
Begins 8 am at the Franconia Museum, 6121 Franconia Road.
$100. Details, registration 703-971-4984.

28

VA

Walking tour, "Civil War Trails in Old Town Manasssas," 2
pm. $15. www.manassasmuseum

28

VA

Living history, "Civil War Balloon Corps & Encampment," at
Fort Ward Museum and Historic Site in Alexandria. Thaddeus
Lowe and his balloon on site. 11 am-3 pm. Free.
www.fortward.org or 703-746-4848.

28

VA

Living history, medical presentation at Ellwood Manor, near
Routes 20 and 3 west of Fredericksburg on the Wilderness
Battlefield. 11 am-4:30 pm. www.fowb.org.

28

VA

Living history, camps and demonstrations at the Dabbs House
Museum, 3812 Nine Mile Road, Henrico (east of downtown
Richmond). 10 am-4 pm Free. 804-652-3406.

28

MD

Bus tour, "John Wilkes Booth Escape Route," classic 12-hour
tour sponsored by the Surratt Society in Clinton. $75. Details,
registration: www.surratt.org.

28-29

VA

Living history, "Seeking New Shelters: The 1862 Evacuation of
City Point," the story of a family with slaves fleeing the Union
army's offensive up the James River, at City Point (Hopewell),
a unit of the Petersburg National Battlefield. 9 am-5 pm
Saturday, 9 am-2 pm Sunday. Free. www.nps.gov/pete

28-29

VA

Living history, "Occupied Brentsville," Union camps with
demonstrations and talks, at the Brentsville Courthhouse
Historic Centre, 12229 Bristow Road, Bristow. 10 am-6 pm. $5
suggested donation. 703-365-7895.

28-29

VA

Living history, "Stonewall Jackson's Grand Encampment," at
the Miller-Kite House 310 E. Rockingham, Elkton (Conrad's
Store). Free. 540-578-3046.

28-29

PA

Reenactment "First Kernstown and Winchester," at Neshaminy
State Park in Bensalem. Annual event with camps,
demonstrations and battles at 2:30 pm both days. 9 am-dusk
Saturday, 9 am-4 pm Sunday. Donations to preservation.
www.neshaminycwevent.org

29

VA

Living history, artillery demonstration at the Manassas National
Battlefield Park. 1 pm. Free with park admission.

Living history at the Pennsylvania Memorial in the Gettsyburg
National Military Park. Free. www.nps.gov/gett.

ALL

Free Entrance Days at National Park Service sites. nps.gov.

VA

Boat tour, "The Civil War on the James," includes Dutch Gap,
Trent's Reach and more. Leaves from Deep Bottom Park,
southeast of Richmond. Noon-2 pm and 1:30-4:30 pm.
$45/person. Details, reservations: 804-938-2350.

26

VA

Lecture, "Battle of Kettle Run," at the Old Manassas
Courthouse, 9248 Lee Ave, Manassas. 7 pm. Free (donations
welcome). 703-792-4754.

26

VA

Living history, "Home Cookin,’" life in the 1860s at the
Bushong House on the New Market Battlefield State Park. 10
am-4 pm. Free with park admission. 866-515-1864.

6

Reenactment and living history, "Battle of Buchanan," in
Buchanan. Friday: Street displays, living history camps and
evening skirmish on Main Street. Saturday: Living history,
films, fashion show and street battle. Sunday: Church service,
camps and battle reenactment. Most events free.
www.townofbuchanan.com

Tour, "Twilight Stories in Stone at the Manassas Confederate
Cemetery. 6:30 pm. $15. 703-368-1873.

VA

VA

VA

Boat tour, "Potomac River Blockade," includes surviving
batteries that enforced the Confederate blockade (September
1861-March 1862). 10 am-1 pm. $30 includes lunch.
Reservations: 703-792-4754.

21

21

27-29
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www.nps.gov/mana

30

VA

Lecture, "The Peninsula Campaign," at the Isle of Wight
Museum in Smithfield. 7 pm. Free. 757-356-1223.

VALENTINOS, the new collectibles shop located on Bayshore
Road in Villas, often has Civil War era collectibles (military and
money especially) on hand

Henry Wilson:
The Story Behind the Official Record
From The Amazing Civil War
By Webb Garrison
Pages 31 through 39
Not much happened on January 20, 1864, and it was
judged a quiet day on all military fronts. The most important
military foray of the day was launched from the waters of the
Gulf of Mexico. At the mouth of Mobile Bay, scouting parties
dispatched from Federal warships assessed the strength of
Confederate forts Gaines and Morgan. Both of these
installations would have to be subdued before an assault upon
the port of Mobile could be attempted.
In North Carolina Gen. Innis Palmer left his Plymouth
headquarters and launched a nine day raid against nearby
Confederate sites. When he returned to Plymouth, he reported
capturing or destroying 150,000 pounds of Rebel supplies.
Hundreds of miles to the west, the only significant
Confederate action was staged in Tennessee by about 100 men
of Capt. J. Carter’s cavalry and some other units. Two members
of the band of raiders were conspicuously attired; both wore the
full uniform of a Federal trooper. Successfully disguised, the
pair of raiders went to the home of a Union sympathizer, SP
Tipton, at Altamont, and shot him dead. Proceeding to Tracy
City, the raiders subdued its defenders and then mortally
wounded Capt Andrew Upson of the 20th Connecticut. Upson
had thrown down his weapon in surrender before he was shot.
A skirmish at tiny Island #76 in the Mississippi River
was hardly significant enough to go on record. That verdict was
also applied to an action in Richmond, where Nathaniel H.
Harris and Clement H. Stevens were made brigadier general.
In Washington the big news of the day was created
when Pres. Lincoln exercised his power to overturn punishments
decreed by military tribunals. The executions of James Lane of
the 71st NY, Henry C. Fuller of the 118th NY, John Sedgewick
of the 71st PA, and Albert A. Lacy of the 4th RI were commuted
to imprisonment. The execution of Henry Wooding of the 8th CT
was also suspended, but he was given a dishonorable discharge.
Full pardons were extended to Charles M. Shelton of the 2nd CT
and Thomas J. Kellinger of the 145th NY. Regarding WD
Walker of the 3rd MO, a Confederate imprisoned at Pt. Lookout,
MD, Lincoln ordered his release contingent on Walker’s taking
an oath of loyalty.
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Except for other lawmakers, most of whom showed
little interest in a bill to which they gave perfunctory assent, few
persons in the capital or outside it gave even passing notice to a
bill drafted by Sen. Henry Wilson of MA. With most of their
attention focused on distant battlefields, none of Wilson’s
colleagues objected that day to a joint resolution that called for
‘the collection and subsequent publication of military reports
and correspondence.’ Wilson himself did not then realize that
the brief bill he had framed would lead to the most massive
publication project in the history of the nation.
Veteran congressional watchers should have realized
that anything in which Wilson was involved might some day be
newsworthy. Known to many Massachusetts voters as ‘the
Natick cobbler,’ the man whom the legislature sent to the Senate
in 1855 was earlier known to a few as Jeremiah Jones Colbath
of New Hampshire.
After having settled into the Bay State, Colbath made
shoes and spent his spare time poring over any books he could
find. Inspired by one of them, he did not bother with legal
technicalities when he decided to change his name to Henry
Wilson and throw his hat into the political arena as a Whig.
When Wilson, aka Colbath, went to Washington as a
freshman senator, he quickly attracted attention by his
unyielding opposition to slavery. With his seat in the Senate
barely warm, he made a passionate speech advocating repeal of
the Fugitive Slave Law and proposing the emancipation of
slaves in the District of Colombia. Neither of these proposals
was enacted at that time, but they made their author – now a
Republican – a celebrity in a city filled with celebrities. Soon
the New Hampshire native was rewarded by appointment to the
prestigious Committee on Military Affairs, of which he served
as chairman throughout the Civil War.
Only a few months after reaching the capital, Wilson
sharply criticized Congressman Preston S. Brooks of SC for his
famous – or, rather, infamous – attack on Sen. Charles Sumner
of Massachusetts on the floor of the US Senate. Brooks
responded by challenging Wilson to a duel, an invitation that the
former shoemaker wisely declined.
Less than 90 days after having delivered his inaugural
address, Lincoln acted in what was later called the ‘presidential
exercise of war powers.’ Relying upon a flimsy precedent, the
president asked for five times as many volunteers as there were
regular soldiers in the US Army. Without congressional
authorization, he enlarged both the army and the navy, and
proclaimed a blockade that ignored international law. On April
27, 1861, he suspended the writ of habeas corpus ‘at any point
on or in the vicinity of the military line between the City of
Philadelphia and the City of Washington.’ All of these and other
less significant actions were charitably characterized as
‘extralegal in nature.’
When Congress assembled on July 4, 1861, in response
to Lincoln’s call, Wilson knew that the chief executive might
soon face awkward political difficulties for these actions beyond
the bounds of the Constitution. Hence on the first day of the
special session, the Bay State senator introduced legislation that
gave post facto legitimacy to the president’s exercise of ‘war
powers.’ Even in a body dominated by Republicans, this
measure troubled many lawmakers, and it was tabled and not
scheduled for debate.
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One of the last bills to be introduced during the special
session was meant to boost the pay of ‘privates and volunteers
in the service of the United States.’ Even the rawest of first term
lawmakers knew that it would b political suicide to voice any
objection to this measure. With the August 7 adjournment date
only hours away, Wilson managed to attach to the soldier’s pay
bill a rider stipulating that the actions of the sitting president
concerning all branches of the Federal armed forces ‘are hereby
approved and in all respects legalized and made valid – as if
they had been issued and done under the express authority and
direction of the Congress.’ With the Wilson rider attached, the
measure passed the Senate by a vote of 37 to 5, and the House
of Representatives by a margin of 74 to 19.
Only days prior to this legislative victory, Wilson had
been among those from Washington who eagerly ventured into
the Manassas region to watch the Federal volunteers defeat the
Southerners lead by PGT Beauregard. When the Northerners
were routed at Bull Run, several dignitaries from the Federal
capital were captured on the battlefield. Wilson, however, was
not among that group. He found a scruffy mule and made his
way to safety.
In the years following Wilson wielded the power of his
chairmanship. He largely framed the Enrollment Act that was
passed on March 3, 1863. The measure was designed to end the
chaos and graft in recruiting volunteers and set a precedent for
the mobilization of US military manpower for the Spanish
American War, World Wars I and II, Korea, and Vietnam.

Wilson’s 1864 measure concerning the collection and
publication of military records had no impact until the war’s
end. In the month after Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, Gen.
Henry W. Halleck visited occupied Richmond to gather
Confederate documents. Although huge quantities had been
burned, Halleck managed to find enough to fill 90 boxes, which
he took to Washington to augment War Department records that
were piled helter-skelter in a four story warehouse.
Surprisingly, within seven months of the surrender,
thousands of reports, letters, dispatches, and telegrams had been
sorted and arranged for publication. When this first large section
of what became The War of the Rebellion: Official Records of
the Union and Confederate Armies (OR) was ready for the
printer, there was no money available to publish it. During an
entire decade in which more and more military documents were
processed by clerks, Congress dawdled. By the time an initial
appropriation for the publication was made, a staff under the
direction of Col. E.D. Townsend had processed enough material
to fill tens of thousands of printed pages.
On March 4, 1873, Wilson was sworn into office as
U.S. Grant’s vice president. In that office he used his influence
to accelerate the lagging project he had launched a dozen years
earlier. With the leadership of the gigantic project turned over to
Capt. Robert N. Scott, 47 volumes were set in type by the end of
1877.
TO BE CONTINUED
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