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150
th

 Anniversary of the American Civil War  

 

 

Cape May County  

Civil War Round Table 

Newsletter 

February 2013 
 

6 Dec: Pot Luck Christmas Party; will be at the Jury Room.  

Cost will be approximately $10.  

 

2013 Meeting Schedule 
No meetings in January or February 2013 

21 March:  DVD presentation on either Fredricksburg or one of 

several other Civil War documentaries. Refreshments: Donated 

by Mary Anne Donlin in honor of the memory of Clark Donlin. 

18 April: Dick Simpson will be back to tell us about ñThe 2
nd

 

Vermont Brigade; Gettysburg Heroes.ò Refreshments: 

16 May: 

20 June: 

18 July: 

15 August: Ed Bonekemper will be giving us a presentation on 

The Myth of the Lost Cause: A Fantasy View of the Civil War. 

Refreshments: 

19 September: 

17 October: 

21 November: 

?? December: 

 

CMCCWRT Officers for 2012/2013 

 
President: John Burke 

40 Secluded Lane, Rio Grande, NJ 08210 

609-408-8238 = NEW PHONE NUMBER 

jwburke@comcast.net 

 

Vice President:  Lou Bishop Jr. 

21 Schoolhouse Ln, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210 

609-463-9277 or 741-5438 

southwilriseagain@aol.com 

 

Secretary: Pat Munson-Siter 

42 Franklin Ave., Villas, NJ  08251-2407 

609-287-5097 

ladysymitar@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Jim Marshall 

202 Bartram Ln., Ocean City, NJ  08226 

609-398-6924 

jim@jimocnj.com or James.Marshall@prufoxroach.com 
 

REMINDER:  

DUES FOR 2012 ARE DUE NOW!!!!  

Send to Jim Marshall, address above 

 

 
 

Civil War Historic Events in March  

 
1860 

No major battles, etc. in 1860 

 

1861 

March   4 Lincoln inaugurated  

1862 

March   7-8 Battle of Pea Ridge (AR) 

8 Confederate ironclad Merrimac enters 

Hampton Roads, destroys Union 

warships 

9 Battle of Monitor-Merrimac in Hampton 

Roads 

21 First battle of Kernstown (VA) 

28 Battle of Glorieta (NM) 

1863 
No major battles, etc. in 1863 

1864 
No major battles, etc. i9n 1864 

1865 

March  2 Battle of Waynesboro (VA) 

4 Lincoln inaugurated 

25 Battle of Fort Stedman at Petersburg 

 
 

mailto:southwilriseagain@aol.com
mailto:ladysymitar@hotmail.com
mailto:jim@jimocnj.com
mailto:James.Marshall@prufoxroach.com
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CivilWarTraveler.com/150/2013 

 
No big news in February 1863. Wicked winter weather in some 

places, a new Union commander in Virginia, and hunkering 

down in Tennessee all contributed to the lack of action 150 

years ago this month. Probes and skirmishes were frequent 

everywhere but no major military action anywhere. Biggest 

thing: Federal gunboats ran the Confederate batteries at 

Vicksburg while U.S. Grant crept closer by land. 

For February Civil War programs: 

www.civilwartraveler.com/events/02-13.html 

 

 
Gettysburg lecture series continues 

The weekend winter lecture series continues through February 

at the Gettysburg National Military Park visitor center. Topics 

include the Emancipation Proclamation, the Pipe Creek Line 

and wrap-ups of 1862 action. All the lectures are free.  

Schedule: www.nps.gov/gett/parknews/winter-lectures-

2013.htm 

 
Black history at Stones River 

 

Rangers at the Stones River National Battlefield (TN) present 

free talks exploring the African-American experience in the 

Civil War at 2 pm each Saturday and Sunday in February. 

www.nps.gov/stri/planyourvisit/ranger-programs.htm 

 
You choose the óPerson of the Yearô 

The Museum of the Confederacy and the Library of Virginia 

once again will ask attendees to choose the 1863 Civil War 

Person of the Year during a symposium Feb. 23 in Richmond 

(VA). Panelists will make nominations and the audience will 

vote. Past "winners" are Abraham Lincoln and Robert E. Lee.  

www.moc.org/events 

 
Civil War music programs at 

Pry House  

The Pry House Field Hospital 

Museum on the Antietam 

battlefield (MD) offers Saturday 

programs featuring Civil War 

music performances and talks in 

February.  

Schedule: 

www.civilwarmed.org/calendar 

 
Free seminar in Farmville (VA) 

Once again this year the 

Appomattox national park and 

Longwood College team up for a 

free winter Civil War seminar in Farmville (VA) Feb. 16. The 

program, "1863: A Year of Decisions," features talks about 

Chancellorsville and Gettysburg. Download pdf schedule: 

www.nps.gov/apco/parknews/upload/FOURTEENTH-

ANNUAL -CIVIL -WAR-SEMINAR-FINAL-FLYER-2013-

Final-trimmed-version.pdf 

 
Original Emancipation Proclamation in Tennessee 

The Tennessee State Museum in Nashville will display the 

original Emancipation Proclamation Feb. 12-15 and Feb. 16-18. 

Reservations are suggested. 

www.tnmuseum.org/custpage.cfm/frm/50767/sec_id/50767 

 

 
Exhibits 

¶ "Discovering the Civil War," opens Feb. 12 and runs through 

Sept. 1 at the Tennessee State Museum in Nashville. 

www.tnmuseum.org 

¶ "Forever Free: The Emancipation Proclamation" opens Feb. 

3 and continues through the year at the Harpers Ferry 

National Historical Park.  

www.nps.gov/hafe/historyculture/hf-civil -war.htm 

¶ "1863" continues through the year at the National Civil War 

Museum in Harrisburg (PA) 

www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org 

¶ "Witness: Photographs of a Nation Divided" continues 

through March 29 at Western Kentucky University in 

Bowling Green. 

honorsadvising.blog.wku.edu/2013/01/15/witness-

photographs-of-a-nation-divided-mmth-gallery-jan-23-mar-

29/ 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1RmBTq3FfXL37RSXjiTc_rddpp6G8eoZMvbh16dF9yHeAQiVQS6eNGgHAM1rgCv1J26iO2PHx9rBNcMAs6UppUySMhVGlOGMu2XT5AB14NcRk6Wtibc06-PPt3ibYZpayo8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1RlKkmO5JS8sul4g5UnkGJxIPBYdibAj4epvnEyLQm1hL-X-999TarCaWCa20k_qs0WSrlnhCEZ2Tmx86raEt9VBZApgbUWfHtWrqBN_iQ1pLz0C-hiGo6oRBVLk3Ylrwlnjr-tU8-qWIg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rm2MvAHVflb2PDLFANxXH4-TtKSYYLotVsw3I2khHIAxMg-2s3Ji-qibah4T4dvEKoyoOVmtGG57OcSUfXel7R3ByO2qKN_uAzXNWQ8AufaLY73fnGqYS3qYLkupNa02DEaXljpdeHWXfAZGqbfGyni
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rm2MvAHVflb2PDLFANxXH4-TtKSYYLotVsw3I2khHIAxMg-2s3Ji-qibah4T4dvEKoyoOVmtGG57OcSUfXel7R3ByO2qKN_uAzXNWQ8AufaLY73fnGqYS3qYLkupNa02DEaXljpdeHWXfAZGqbfGyni
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1RkMzev9mBPAjuuYTcl5ddXOx3ZXWpHbAZ4nS7ihx86BcWyL9lYHrwVdf07TJg7iKLxCZMv1aiVbGwK0PjLn6WaAZkP_cfHR-fOw6WGNNSS1uOXED2UKFFE4veCn-X3kyYf3LVMRgf9CsRpP8CvBCXSv
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1RkTKVJ7qxYSh5OzUBUINz6FEknKMmrKES4an2-McgtaSplnUX4y97OOEwtCZIFUs2Uydsxq_BKH7b7yOR_pho0fTmk0ekXzSbjnABOlrUS8ug==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1RmjX49plDMWHko7zVf8ncG7SfP3_Ua2L4AGx8l_PcTzmEi0ChL4YfHD-kWEjLPapK0MSqccatmdOjwXKxQ53GfagdhCfxIPjJrWrhtOM5TIfl0bnYAk1qxGd9QRjBjFbCw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rnncakmm7IXzoI4LduXQiXMFheADUR6GC3aaqMl3TMAlsJuIkR8wO4OAnyO565TnBKlkW4KTRGBXyPcvz9eEwWjZNwOsmqCpKhKlyB71KZwnAYjNrK3_4ek2dmUleZeeBtYCVS3HvfgV6vczdsSG_WOKXC_fj7VJAVQ1QgDw2Mh9cCvR_lCvCYHmfvKxC9mZUo71DhKQd2_J10zymS-gFrDFdjt5tWNS6R1NSMTD3IrUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rnncakmm7IXzoI4LduXQiXMFheADUR6GC3aaqMl3TMAlsJuIkR8wO4OAnyO565TnBKlkW4KTRGBXyPcvz9eEwWjZNwOsmqCpKhKlyB71KZwnAYjNrK3_4ek2dmUleZeeBtYCVS3HvfgV6vczdsSG_WOKXC_fj7VJAVQ1QgDw2Mh9cCvR_lCvCYHmfvKxC9mZUo71DhKQd2_J10zymS-gFrDFdjt5tWNS6R1NSMTD3IrUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rnncakmm7IXzoI4LduXQiXMFheADUR6GC3aaqMl3TMAlsJuIkR8wO4OAnyO565TnBKlkW4KTRGBXyPcvz9eEwWjZNwOsmqCpKhKlyB71KZwnAYjNrK3_4ek2dmUleZeeBtYCVS3HvfgV6vczdsSG_WOKXC_fj7VJAVQ1QgDw2Mh9cCvR_lCvCYHmfvKxC9mZUo71DhKQd2_J10zymS-gFrDFdjt5tWNS6R1NSMTD3IrUA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rm_v6jy6_SkuThcYtMnyuFHgO0t_jg4j2KjFuyB6tL4nv6LL6NVOIvE3CgP3HQ9KDe1ByqkmvUuNIxsqysLi0m9g4BQWDCM57Izdbh-8a-cgjQLkgRiUxUuZerMTMDgkkMHRsJIZcU_ftfkPlD5rLQ4vKQUvR85tpk=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1RnITxs5ecRLbF60SH4z4nOY3GMX2eu011_aIJqVaN3joRO2MsO19US1wrdiySCD9LfaFXgOvqbqmx0SE0s6rPsLEh0SAnCwuvkca3ZHm_rJlg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rk737PIDYZcerdpqg_6h2Krp16XqAw98SyfVXYEC16W7YAsXacrDm0nMgmvPrrGbmu5Jiwjs6RGwltCoN-vpykLrNr21ZJ8Y4Mjucr3r2WfeY1uh0_bsjLy-cNLtf72Ft7mICE_o-Ldo4Ule9WjKUK6
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1RmwZ2xBPHCoKwEsIQN47bgrOFSOgqAOhNZ4-DaZ9ZMVuWEihXmKtPFH9G5VJBHuZcRyVXLOKiwYM2aMDG9R-JuxiP5L6EuARLLP9KYQAJ7EDd9VEeqplAO808G8rIvX2OU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rmb1UQW7jRpmMRo5SQYNmsDWbSWgMlou1al0_VB9a0RNvTgq8816ca3XbRZy84aJiyEES41ksb7Ii47CRdbNlGa42h5FflEd3h2Sb4qVm7NbwHZ9KsacX5gT5bHXQS3uOVJbK3kqrKtZ0bXo2H7K_7dRuuPJ-d5oWkB_aAP_7fCnwMhn2c5I8jxxsfRf1MwprxPHY6CjikdDh2XpoM1O-eiN-Xdt0J8vsHaTQL2GKVjZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rmb1UQW7jRpmMRo5SQYNmsDWbSWgMlou1al0_VB9a0RNvTgq8816ca3XbRZy84aJiyEES41ksb7Ii47CRdbNlGa42h5FflEd3h2Sb4qVm7NbwHZ9KsacX5gT5bHXQS3uOVJbK3kqrKtZ0bXo2H7K_7dRuuPJ-d5oWkB_aAP_7fCnwMhn2c5I8jxxsfRf1MwprxPHY6CjikdDh2XpoM1O-eiN-Xdt0J8vsHaTQL2GKVjZA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rmb1UQW7jRpmMRo5SQYNmsDWbSWgMlou1al0_VB9a0RNvTgq8816ca3XbRZy84aJiyEES41ksb7Ii47CRdbNlGa42h5FflEd3h2Sb4qVm7NbwHZ9KsacX5gT5bHXQS3uOVJbK3kqrKtZ0bXo2H7K_7dRuuPJ-d5oWkB_aAP_7fCnwMhn2c5I8jxxsfRf1MwprxPHY6CjikdDh2XpoM1O-eiN-Xdt0J8vsHaTQL2GKVjZA==
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¶ "War on the River: Civil War Sailors of Warren County, 

Ohio," continues through Sept. 30 at the Warren County 

Records Center and Archives in Lebanon. 

www.ohiocivilwar150.org/2012/12/lebanon-exhibit-war-on-

the-river-civil -war-sailors-of-warren-county-ohio/ 

 

 
 

 
Civil War Related Events in  

March 2013 
 

1-2 MD Conference, "In Search of Freedom: African 

Americans and the Civil War," at the Frederick 

Community College in Frederick. Keynote by 

James McPherson, lectures and Saturday bus tour. 

More info, registration: insearch of freedom 

conference2013.wildapricot.org 

2 PA Lecture, "Second Battle of Winchester -- 'The 

Thermopylae of my Campaign,'" at the 

Gettysburg NMP Visitor Center. 1:30 pm. Free. 

nps.gov/gett 

2 VA Living history, "The Aldie Races," focus on 

exploits of Mosby Rangers at Aldie Mill, 39401 

John Mosby Highway (Route 50) in Aldie. 7:30 

pm. $8/adult. mosbyheritagearea.org 

3 PA Lecture, "If Walls Could Talk," Leister house, at 

the Gettysburg NMP Visitor Center. 1:30 pm. 

Free. nps.gov/gett 

4 VA Lecture, "Richmond's Civil War Railroads, at the 

Varina Library, 2001 Library Road, Richmond. 7 

pm. Free. nps.gov/rich 

7 VA Lecture, "The Writing of Civil War History," 

with Dr. James I Robertson, at the Museum of the 

Confederacy in Appomattox. 6:30 pm. $5. 

Reservations: moc.org or 855-649-1861 extension 

203. 

7 DC Seminar, "The Civil War's Unheralded Hero: 

George Henry Thomas," at the Ripley Center, 

1100 Jefferson Drive SW, Washington. A 

Smithsonian event. $42. 

smithsonianassociates.org (click on Civil War). 

7 MD Lecture and Dinner: "Why the Anaconda Plan 

Would Have Worked," at the Washington County 

Museum of Fine Arts, 401 Museum Drive in City 

Park, Hagerstown. 6-8 pm. $25 with dinner, $5 

lecture only (7 pm). wcmfa.org 

8 VA Talk, "John Singleton Mosby," at the Museum of 

the Confederacy in Richmond. Noon. Free with 

admission. moc.org 

9 

 

VA Living history, talks, "Tragedy at Brown's 

Island," the explosion of the Confederate 

Laboratory, at Historic Tredegar, 470 Tredegar 

St, Richmond. 10 am-4 pm. Free. nps.gov/rich 

9 

 

VA Conference, "Lee, Gettysburg, and the 

Shenandoah Valley in 1863," sponsored by the 

Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation, at 

the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley in 

Winchester. $20. shenandoahatwar.org 

9 

 

VA Living history, talks and more commemorating 

Mosby's Fairfax Court House Raid at several 

locations in Fairfax City. 703-591-0560. 

9 VA Living history, "Battle of Hampton Roads Day," 

camps, demonstrations, special exhibits and talks 

commemorating the Battle of the Ironclads, at the 

Mariners' Museum in Newport News. Free with 

museum admission. marinersmuseum.org 

9 VA "Life at Lee's Headquarters," special tours and 

living history at the Dabbs House Museum, 3812 

Nine Mile Road, near Richmond. 1-3 pm. Free. 

804-652-3409. 

9 MD Symposium, "Civil War Medicine Living 

Historians Workshop," at the National Museum 

of Civil War Medicine in Frederick. 8:30 am-4:30 

pm pm. $55. civilwarmed.org 

9 PA Lecture, "Pickett's Charge Explained Logically," 

at the Gettysburg NMP Visitor Center. 1:30 pm. 

Free. nps.gov/gett 

10 PA Fife and drum music at the Gettysburg National 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rmlx9fCOmFAE7g-p_nCNG1kxWyP4HV5LY3Ks4MS4CeFtrlbapX9W0txGNyD39yHDVEJM_gQFpUYgejYNN0a6_jE4zCqwKeQtmPg_EiVTbRc9Ptf4oBn0AVnTrUeGIBajwwGLS0ryCRDWestS8lP-4005dfsB-FQqpe_8OqPAnf8JQCLj7vY3e8sof_jB0cRMCLxXeTJ4Ct6yGw9v2iTnZKZS0SD4EWoIucZbcRZ3Y6a8A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ekT8dWlb1Rmlx9fCOmFAE7g-p_nCNG1kxWyP4HV5LY3Ks4MS4CeFtrlbapX9W0txGNyD39yHDVEJM_gQFpUYgejYNN0a6_jE4zCqwKeQtmPg_EiVTbRc9Ptf4oBn0AVnTrUeGIBajwwGLS0ryCRDWestS8lP-4005dfsB-FQqpe_8OqPAnf8JQCLj7vY3e8sof_jB0cRMCLxXeTJ4Ct6yGw9v2iTnZKZS0SD4EWoIucZbcRZ3Y6a8A==
http://insearchoffreedomconference2013.wildapricot.org/
http://insearchoffreedomconference2013.wildapricot.org/
http://www.nps.gov/gett
http://www.mosbyheritagearea.org/
http://www.nps.gov/gett
http://www.nps.gov/rich/
http://www.moc.org/
http://www.smithsonianassociates.org/
http://www.wcmfa.org/
http://www.moc.org/
http://www.nps.gov/rich/
http://www.shenandoahatwar.org/
http://www.marinersmuseum.org/
http://www.civilwarmed.org/
http://www.nps.gov/gett
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Military Park visitor center. 1-4 pm. Free. 717-

338-1243. 

10 PA Lecture, "'The greatest amount of human 

suffering known to this nation since its birth:' the 

Fields of Gettysburg Through the Eyes of 

Battlefield Surgeons," at the Gettysburg NMP 

Visitor Center. 1:30 pm. Free. nps.gov/gett 

10  VA  Lecture, "The Washington Arsenal Explosion: 

Civil War Disaster in the Capital" at the 

Manassas Museum. 2 pm. 703-368-1873. 

10  VA  Talk and tour, "Hell is Being a Republican in the 

State of Virginia" at the Fauquier Warrenton 

visitor center, 33 N Calhoun St, Warrenton. Talk 

followed by tour of John S. Mosby's postwar 

home, Brentmoor. 2 pm. $30. 

mosbyheritagearea.org 

10  VA  Walking tour of Fort Boykin, Confederate fort on 

the James River at 7410 Fort Boykin Trail near 

Smithfield. 3 pm. Free. 757-357-0115. 

10  VA  Boat tours, "Civil War on the James River," leave 

from Deep Bottom Park east of Richmond. 12:30 

and 3 pm. $50. Reservations, details: 804-938-

2350. 

12  VA  Lecture, "The Gettysburg Campaign," at Cabell's 

Mill, 5235 Walney Road, Centreville. 7 pm. $5. 

Reservations: 703-437-1794. 

13 VA Talk, "The Conscription Act," at Baine's Books 

and Coffee, 205 Main St, Appomattox. 12:15 pm. 

Free. moc.org 

14-16 PA Civil War Institute: The Future of Civil War 

History. Gettysburg College (and Gettysburg 

NMP), 300 N Washington St, Gettysburg. More 

than 130 speakers expected includingÂ James 

McPherson, Dwight Pitcaithley, Cathy Stanton, 

Ed Linenthal, Stephen Berry, Tiya Miles, Scott 

Hartwig and John Hennessy. cwfuture150.com 

15 VA Living history, "Jack Tars and Virginia Boatmen 

on the James and Appomattox Rivers," at City 

Point, a unit of the Petersburg National Battlefield 

in Hopewell. 10 am-4:30 pm. Free. nps.gov/pete 

15-17 MD Symposium, "The Lincoln Assassination: More 

Will Be Revealed," lectures and tours at the 

Surratt House Museum in Clinton. surratt.org 

16 

 

VA Bus tour, "John Pelham/Kelly's Ford" sponsored 

by the Brandy Station Foundation. 10 am-4 pm. 

Details, registration: 

brandystationfoundation.com 

16 VA "Brandy Station Ball," Commemorating the 

Battle of Kelly's Ford," at the Inn at Kelly's Ford, 

 
16589 Edwards Shop Road, Remington. 6 pm. 

Music, dancing, living history. $85/person 

includes donation to the Brandy Station 

Foundation. brandystationfoundation.com 

16  VA  Walking tour of Fort Huger, Confederate fort on 

the James River at 15080 Talcott Terrace near 

Smithfield. 10 am. Free. 757-357-0115. 

16  VA  Van tour, "Battle of Fredericksburg," leaves from 

Lee Hall in Newport News. 8 am-5 pm. $50. 

More info: leehall.org. Reservations: 757-888-

3371. 

16  VA  Ben Lomond House Tours: Women in the Civil 

War. Ben Lomond Historic Site, 10311 Sudley 

Manor Drive, Manassas. 11 am-3 pm. $5. 703-

367-7872. 

17 

 

VA Reenactment, "Mosby's Herndon Station Raid" at 

the W&OD Depot, 717 Lynn St, Herndon. Living 

history 10 am-3 pm. Raid reenactments at 11 am 

and 2 pm. Free. www.herndonhistoicalsociety.org 

17 

 

VA Symposium, "Battle of Kelly's Ford," at the Inn 

and Kelly's Ford, 16589 Edwards Shop Road, 

Remington. Price, times, other 

brandystationfoundation.com 

17 VA Lecture, "Confederate Irish Troops," at the 

Museum of the Confederacy in Appomattox. 2 

pm. Free with museum admission. moc.org 

21 MD Lecture, "Day One at Gettysburg: From the 

Confederate Point of View," at the Carroll 

Community College, 1601 Washington Road, 

Westminster. 6:30-9:30 pm. $35. 410-386-8100. 

23 VA Lecture, "A Hot and Steamy Affair in the 

Monitor's Engine Room," at the Mariners' 

Museum in Newport News. 1 pm. Free with 

museum admission. marinersmuseum.org 

23 VA Living history, "USCTs at the Siege," black 

troops in the Petersburg lines at the Petersburg 

National Battlefield. 10 am-1 pm. Free with park 

admission. nps.gov/pete 

23 VA "The Trials & Tribulations of the (Robert E.) Lee 

Family," at the Dabbs House Museum, 3812 Nine 

Mile Road, near Richmond. 2 pm. Free. 804-652-

3409. 

23 MD Conference, "Maryland and the Civil War: A 

Regional Perspective," annual event at Carroll 

Community College in Westminster. 9:30 am-3 

pm. $35. 410-386-8100. 

23 MD Lecture, "Myths, Mysteries, and True Histories of 

the Underground Railroad," at the Surratt House 

Museum in Clinton. 4 pm. Free. surratt.org 

http://www.nps.gov/gett
http://www.mosbyheritagearea.org/
http://www.moc.org/
http://www.cwfuture150.com/
http://www.nps.gov/pete/
http://www.surratt.org/
http://www.brandystationfoundation.com/
http://www.brandystationfoundation.com/
http://www.leehall.org/
http://www.herndonhistoicalsociety.org/
http://www.brandystationfoundation.com/
http://www.moc.org/
http://www.marinersmuseum.org/
http://www.nps.gov/pete/
http://www.surratt.org/
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24 

 

VA Lecture, "1863: Hoofbeats in the Mosby Heritage 

Area," at Mt. Zion Church, 40309 John Mosby 

Highway (Route 50) in Aldie. 3 pm. $5/adult. 

mosbyheritagearea.org 

24 VA Walking tour, "Anniversary of the Battle of Fort 

Stedman," at the Petersburg National Battlefield. 

10 am-noon. Free with park admission. 

nps.gov/pete 

28 VA Lecture, "Pickett's Charge," at the Old Manassas 

Courthouse, 9248 Lee Ave, Manassas. 7 pm. 

Free. 703-792-4754. 

28 VA Lecture, "Lee's Last Casualty: The Story of Sgt. 

Robert Parker, 2nd Virginia Cavalry," at the 

Museum of the Confederacy in Appomattox. 6:30 

pm. $5. Reservations: moc.org or 855-649-1861 

extension 203. 

30 DC Bike tour, "Civil War Defenses of Washington," 

follows off-road trails to remains of the city's 

fortifications. Begins at Fort Dupont Park, Fort 

Dupont Drive SE in Washington. 10 am. Free. 

Sign up: 202-426-7723. 

30 VA Van tour, "1864 Bermuda Hundred Campaign," 

begins at Henricus Park, 251 Henricus Park Road, 

Chester (south of Richmond). 10 am-2 pm. $15. 

Registration: 804-751-4946 or 

chesterfieldhistory.com 

30 VA Living history and ranger programs, "Anniversary 

of the Battle of Five Forks," at the Five Forks unit 

of the Petersburg National Battlefield. 10 am-4:30 

pm. Plus special evening program 5:30-6:30 pm. 

Free. nps.gov/pete 

30 VA House tours, "Unheralded Heroines: Women in 

the Civil War," special tours of Ben Lomond 

Historic Site, 10321 Sudley Manor Drive, 

Manassas. 11 am-3 pm. $5. 703-367-7872. 

31 VA Ranger programs and living history, "Battle of Ft. 

Gregg: The Alamo of the Siege," at Fort Gregg, a 

unit of the Petersburg National Battlefield. 10 ma-

4 pm. Free. nps.gov/pete 

¶  
¶ COINS LEFT ON TOMBSTONES 

 

While visiting some cemeteries you may notice that 

headstones marking certain graves have coins on them, left 

by previous visitors to the grave. 

 
These coins have distinct meanings when left on the headstones 

of those who gave their life while serving in America's military, 

and these meanings vary depending on the denomination of 

coin. 

 

A coin left on a headstone or at the grave site is meant as a 

message to the deceased soldier's family that someone else has 

visited the grave to pay respect. Leaving a penny at the grave 

means simply that you visited. 

 

A nickel indicates that you and the deceased trained at boot 

camp together, while a dime means you served with him in 

some capacity. By leaving a quarter at the grave, you are telling 

the family that you were with the solider when he was killed. 

 

http://www.mosbyheritagearea.org/
http://www.nps.gov/pete/
http://www.moc.org/
http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
http://www.nps.gov/pete/
http://www.nps.gov/pete/
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=403038686446909&set=o.2213701990&type=1&relevant_count=1&ref=nf
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The Real History of the Civil War  

A New Look at the Past 

by Alan Axelrod  

The Real History of the Civil War  

The Civil War is shrouded in legend and mythologyðbut this 

entry in The Real History series provides a clear, fresh view of 

the conflict for readers who want an intellectual, but still lively, 

presentation of this inexhaustibly fascinating subject. 

 

Covering everything from the roots of the conflict to 

Reconstruction, author Alan Axelrod addresses a range of less-

discussed subjects such as the efforts made to avert war, the 

largely overlooked fragmentation of popular opinion in both the 

North and the South, and the institutional problems that afflicted 

the Union and Confederate Armies. He also explores the turning 

points of the war, and closely examines whether or not slavery 

really was the major cause of the conflict. And throughout, he 

underscores the brutality of a war that, in his words, was 

ñbigger, more destructive, more heartbreaking, more confusing, 

more idealistic, and more cravenly base than anything else that 

Americans have confronted before or since.ò 

 

Featuring a wealth of visual materialðincluding diary excerpts, 

letters, informative sidebars, contemporary photography, 

artworks, and mapsðThe Real History of the Civil War is an 

absorbing look at Americaôs defining conflict.  

 

 

The Civil War in Color  

A Photographic Reenactment of the War Between the States 

by John C. Guntzelman  

The application of color to black-and-white and sepia-toned 

photography was a common practice during the Civil War. 

Tinting artists, and in many cases the photographers themselves, 

created amazingly accurate and detailed colorized images that 

lent new life and vibrant realism to otherwise static scenes. In 

The Civil War in Color, renowned artist John C. Guntzelman 

continues the tradition by colorizing a wealth of remarkable 

photographs that bring the war to life as never before. 

 

This is the first book of colorized photographs that depicts not 

only portraits of the leaders and soldiers from the Union and the 

Confederacy, but real vignettes from American life during the 

war: soldiers in the field, scenes from urban and plantation life, 

slaves and freedmen, destroyed cities, contested battlefields, a 

range of weaponry, and much more. The more than 200 

http://www.historybookclub.com/author-alan-axelrod-books-9117.html
http://www.historybookclub.com/author-john-c-guntzelman-books-4787808.html
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photographs, from the Library of Congressôs extensive archives, 

include both well-known and rarely seen images. 

 

As Guntzelman writes in the Introduction, ñThese photos are no 

longer just dusty old pictures, but rather have become very real 

moments in time from our collective past, frozen forever in 

color.ò  

 

Civil War Road Trip  

A Guide to Northern Virginia, Maryland & Pennsylvania, 1861-

1863 

by Michael Weeks  

 

Civil War Road Trip  

Although the Civil War was fought across America, the most 

captivating events for history buffs seem to be those that 

occurred in the relatively small but crucial region surrounding 

the two wartime capitals, Washington, DC, and Richmond, 

Virginia. In Civil War Road Trip: A Guide to Northern Virginia, 

Maryland & Pennsylvania, author Michael Weeks takes you on 

complete tours of every major military campaign in the region 

during the first two years of the war, from First Manassas in 

1861 to Gettysburg in 1863. 

 

Weeks has visited every site included here, learning their 

vibrant stories and driving thousands of miles to bring you the 

most accurate information. Fully up-to-date and thoroughly 

researched, the guide includes detailed directions and maps for 

your own road trip, along with 100 photographs, and a blow-by-

blow history of each campaign that will guide you to and 

through some of the warôs most critical battlegrounds, including 

Fredericksburg, Antietam and the Shenandoah Valley. As an 

added bonus, the book also includes travel tips, historic lodging 

places and further sources of information, making this the 

ultimate road trip focusing on the warôs most important region.  

 

by Kevin M. Levin  

 

The Untold Civil War  

Little-Known Stories from the War Between the States 

by James Robertson  

Was Gettysburg a tactical success, or was the outcome 

determined by access to fresh water? How did the need to 

spread information about the dead and wounded give rise to the 

U.S. Postal Service? Did President Lincoln really age so 

dramatically during the course of the war, or was a rare disease 

to blame for the shocking changes in his appearance? In honor 

of the 150th anniversary of the Civil Warôs opening, National 

Geographic has brought together Civil War scholar James 

Robertson and editor Neil Kagan to create this thought-

provoking look at the human side of the conflict. 

 

The book explores such overlooked elements as the roles of 

weather and disease; the rise of female workers; and the many 

ñfirstsò that influenced the war, including the introduction of 

standard time, pre-sized clothing, canned goods and even Santa 

Claus. Illustrated with archival images and objects and 

compelling contemporary photographyðover 475 images in 

allðit delivers a surprise on every page, from precious personal 

mementos to forgotten battle sites, newly recovered glass-plate 

negatives to long-lost documents. 

 

The Untold Civil War adds a new dimension to our 

understanding of Americaôs defining conflict.  

Review by William C. Davis 
 

There were some very nasty places to get caught if you were a 

soldier in the Civil War, but a few became legendaryðor 

infamous depending upon point of view. Interestinglyðand 

only coincidentallyðtwo of the most famous both involved 

United States Colored Troops. One, of course, was Fort Wagner 

on Morris Island, off Charleston. There on July 18, 1863, the 

54th Massachusetts Infantry, one of the Unionôs first black 

regiments to see action, saw far too much of it when they fought 

their way into the fort and then found themselves trapped and 

had to fight their way back out. 

 

http://www.historybookclub.com/author-michael-weeks-books-2177165.html
http://www.historybookclub.com/author-kevin-m-levin-books-5003902.html
http://www.historybookclub.com/author-james-robertson-books-4249370.html
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The other instance came on a much larger scale a year and a 

fortnight later on the siege lines around Petersburg, Virginia. 

There, Pennsylvania coal miners dug a tunnel beneath the no-

manôs-land between the Union and Confederate earthworks, 

filled a large gallery at the tunnelôs end with tons of gunpowder, 

and on July 30, 1864, detonated it in one of the largest 

explosions of the war. 

 

What followed was bungled from beginning to end as a division 

of white soldiers were sent charging into the resultant gap in the 

Confederate lines, while their commander remained behind, 

probably drunk, and then after it was evident that the attack was 

a failure, a black division was sent into the Crater as well, only 

to be ravaged in what one Confederate commander called a 

ñturkey shoot.ò More than 500 Union soldiers were killed 

outright in that hell-hole, and another 3,200 were wounded or 

captured. Worse, some of the captured Negro soldiers were 

executed by their captors, and there were even accounts of 

captured Union white soldiers bayonetting black comrades in 

order to win favor from the Confederates and save themselves. 

 

The Crater was one of those episodes that many wanted to 

forget. So-called ñmemory studiesò have come to the forefront 

in recent years, thanks to the work of distinguished scholars like 

David Blight, Lesley Gordon, and Carol Reardon. Add to their 

number now Kevin M. Levin, whose new book Remembering 

the Battle of the Crater: War as Murder, provides an 

outstanding look at how people North and South, participants 

and their cultures, dealt with the awful recollection of those 

hours of carnage and brutality in the Crater. 

 

The Cape May County Civil War Round Table 

 

 

 

www.cmccwrt.com 

 

The site itself became a tourist attraction even before the war 

ended, and thereafter millions would visit the place. Levin looks 

at the Craterôs role in tourism, histories, and popular culture, 

including current film, to see how Northerners, Southerners, and 

Blacks, have chosen to preserve, alter, or erase the memory of 

what happened there, especially where race was a factor in the 

carnage. ñUntil we are prepared to confront the tough questions 

about race in our Civil War history and elsewhere,ò he 

concludes, ñwe will continue to struggle to engage in honest 

dialogue about race in our society today.ò Remembering the 

Battle of the Crater is an outstanding look at what we choose to 

remember vs. what we ought to remember, and what the 

difference says about us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cmccwrt.com/

